CLEAR LAKE HORIZONS
Fall 2019
C.L.S.P.I.A.

The Rescue
On August 19, 2019, I spent the late morning photographing some wildlife in our Clear Lake State Park,
when I decided to head into Kelseyville. As I entered Kelseyville (1:22 p.m.), I received a phone call from
Charlotte Disney. Charlotte and her husband Roy (owners of Disney Boat Rentals of Lakeport) had boated
to Clear Lake State Park with two out-of-town friends and docked their pontoon boat at the marina to take a
short walk through the park. Charlotte told me they had walked over Cole Creek using the foot bridge, and
continued walking the Old Kelsey Creek Slough trail, returning to the foot bridge over Cole Creek about 20
minutes later. As they crossed the footbridge they saw a hawk (later identified as a Red-shouldered Hawk)
dangling from a fishing line. The hawk had not been there when they first crossed over the bridge. She
was calling me for help. As she spoke to me, Roy was showing some park maintenance workers the hawk’s
predicament. The workers said they would contact a Ranger. I told Charlotte I would return to the park.

The Red-shouldered Hawk entangled in the fishing line.

I arrived at the visitor parking lot
to see Ranger Sabrina Buis and
Park Maintenance Chief Wendy
Lieberg and another 3 or 4 park
staff at the footbridge. When I
walked out on the bridge I could
see that a fishing lure had been
wrapped around the electrical
lines, which were about 30 feet
above the footbridge and about
25 or 30 feet from the footbridge
toward the car bridge. The fishing line hung down about 25 feet
and was wrapped around the
hawk’s left wing near the tip (see
photo). Wendy told me they had
no boat available, and the only
boat on Cole Creek was the boat
of the people who reported the
incident, and they were pulling
out of the marina and heading
out the channel to Clear Lake
as we spoke. I was able hail the
Disney boat and they returned to
the footbridge and offered their
boat as a rescue platform.
(Continued on Page 3.)

A Message from Madelene
The park has been very busy
this summer; full on weekends, I
believe. On a very warm Saturday recently, my son and I drove
through the camp grounds just to
enjoy seeing all the activity. Every campsite was filled with families enjoying our park in various
ways. We smiled and waved and
got back smiles and waves most of
the time. We noticed a huge array
of tents as we went; some little pup tents, probably carried
by a bicyclist, some nice well-used tents probably borrowed
from Mom and Dad, and some very beautiful modern
tents that could protect a whole family for quite a while.
The group camp was the most interesting for me that
day. Both sites were filled with people and tents, with
bicycles dropped at various spots (some in the parking
lot). All ages of people were gathered around two tents
set up for a kitchen. It must have been supper time,
as people were lined up, being served. We were so delighted when the cooks waved their arms, beckoning us
to come and eat with them. We didn’t of course, but I
can’t help but wonder what delicious food we might have
tasted. I believe the big groups that use this area reserve it for the following year as they leave. Wonderful!
It’s so special seeing families enjoying the outdoors in Clear
Lake State Park! The great maintenance in the park makes
it easy for people to do that
very thing!
Thanks, Maintenance
Department!
		

Madelene

2

Clear Lake
Horizons

is published by the
Clear Lake State
Park
Interpretive
Association
www.clearlakestatepark.org
Association Officers
President - Madelene Lyon
Rec. Secretary - Julie Berry
Treasurer - Julie Berry
Verna Schaffer - Editor
Verna Schaffer - Publisher
Bobbi Towne - Membership
Brad Barnwell - Publicity
CLSPIA
Board of Directors
Brad Barnwell
Julie Berry
Madelene Lyon
John Maley
Bobbi Towne
Neil Towne
Oleta Simpson
Rick Simpson
Bob Schoenherr
Ron Hess

(The Rescue Continued from Page 1.)
A plan was quickly devised. Wendy sent one of her crew to get a pole tree/limb saw, while Sabrina and I
got into the Disney boat with Roy and Charlotte. The canopy on the boat was lowered to get under the
footbridge, and we retrieved the 21 ft. pole and set to maneuvering the boat under the flailing hawk. The
plan called for me to get up on the seats in the boat (highest semi-stable point), with Roy holding on to
me for balance, while I attempted to cut the fishing line above the hawk without cutting him with the
saw blade. Once the hawk was cut free we would retrieve him from the water and wrap him in a towel
to cover his head to help keep him calm. Well that was the plan, and it was easier to conceive than to
successfully complete. Both Roy and I attempted to cut the hawk free, and I was successful on my second
turn at the pole. When I was able to cut the line, the hawk gracefully glided down to the water, where
Sabrina gently pushed it with an oar towards the boarding gate on the boat, where I wrapped the hawk
in the towel and brought him aboard just as planned. From Charlotte’s ‘help’ phone call to the retrieval
of the hawk at approximately at 2:05 PM was a total of 43 minutes. There were high fives all around for
all those involved in the successful rescue.

The hawk wrapped in
the towel on the deck of
the boat.

The hawk was brought to shore at the boat ramp and taken to Wasson Memorial Veterinary Clinic by
Sabrina and a member of the maintenance staff. I followed up on the hawk and learned that he had no
broken bones, but did have a small minor cut and was missing a few primary feathers. He was bandaged
up and transported to the wildlife rehabilitation center in Santa Rosa. Hopefully he will have a successful
recovery and be returned to Clear Lake State Park.
With further investigation we found that also tangled in the fish line at the tip of the hawk’s wing was a
bat! Yes, a bat. I wonder what happened in that 20-minute period between the Disney’s crossings of the
footbridge. If only hawks could talk!
							
By Brad Barnwell
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Friends of the park

2019 MEMBERS of Clear Lake State Park Interpretive Association (CLSPIA)
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS
Leona Butts
Kelley F. Cox
Cathy Dion
Barbara Harris
Darlene Hecomovich
Ellen Karnowski
Bella Kluyt
Elyse Mengle
Sandy Moura
Peggy O’Brien
Linda Pyers
Verna Schaffer
Janette Smith
Janice Stokes
Marilyn Waits
Vicki Winkle
FAMILY MEMBERS
Bill & Roberta Beat
Donald & Margaret
Eutenier
Virginia Graziani family
William & Sue Groechel
Daniel Hanson &
Ellie Perinoni
Ron & Anna Hess
Bob & Beth Keiffer
Mike & Dena Keithl
Jeff & Jayne Lyon
Tom & Pam Lyon

Sheila O’Hara &
William Fredricksson
Patrick & Janet Peterson
Cathy & Charles Pulse
Cameron & Sharon Reeves
Jim & Susanne Scholz
Stephen & Nancy Stetzer
Chuck & Joan Sturges
Janet & Robert Swedberg
Yvonne Walters family
Tom & Tina Wasson
George & Linda
Waterstraat
Sharon Weeks &
Barry Oselett
BUSINESS MEMBERS
Bernie Butcher / Tallman
Hotel
Joanne Jameson
Bill & Colleen Kranz
Pam & Gary Maes
Twin Pine Casino & Hotel
PATRON MEMBERS
Bradley & Cathy Barnwell
Julie & John Berry
Henry Bornstein &
Gae Henry
Betty & John Brookes
Lynne Bruner
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Kim & Olga Clymire
Kim & Charlie Eadie
Leanne & Jim Harvey
Pam Harrington
Myron & Marilyn
Holdenreid
Kathy & Larry Jansen
William & Mary
Kettenhofen
Susan & Roberto Lozano
Madelene Lyon
Harry & Robert Lyons
John & Vicki Maley
Pat McFarland
Tom & Val Nixon
Keith & Denise Pettersen
Russell & Joyce
Porterfield
Skip & Carolyn Rohner
Debi Sally & Ken Ling
Kathleen & Thomas
Scavone
Bob & Anita Schoenherr
Rich & Oleta Simpson
Bob & Nancy Smith
Jay Towne Smith
Mike & Jan Thompson
Bobbi & Neil Towne
Sean & Jeannette Towne
Lisa & Paul Vartabedian
Kathy & Peter Windrem

A Big Thank You to Sandy
One of our Park’s hardest-working volunteers is leaving us. Sandy Moura,
who has managed our visitor center
gift store for these last many years has
resigned as of the end of September.
She has decided to move on to new
fields of adventure.
When we say “hardest-working” we
mean it. Sandy’s capacity for managing our gift store has included deciding what items to carry in the store,
purchasing them, pricing and placing
a price tag on every item, teaching
volunteers how to keep the books, doing an annual inventory, and doing a
lion’s share of tending the store when
it was open. She will be greatly missed
and not easily replaced.

Sandy at work managing the Clear Lake State Park gift store.

To all of this we must add the
Kelseyville Pear Festival Booth that she has organized and staffed. The profits from the store and
pear festival booth add to our yearly budget. Sandy
also was a member of CLSPIA’s Board of Directors
for many years and served as recording secretary
for some of those years.

The CLSPIA Board again says “Thank you
Sandy” for many jobs well done. There is one
other thing, Sandy. Could you find us a replacement, one that could fill your shoes? We know
this will be difficult. So, we’ll end this by wishing you the very best in your new adventures.

“Friends of the Park” Membership
You may have noticed the membership form on the
back of this newsletter is dated 2020, and that means you
may use it to pay your 2020 membership dues. However, if
you procrastinate a while, you will receive your membership
letter early in 2020. This membership mailing will furnish
you with the membership form, a return envelope and a letter catching you up on the latest “goings-on” at the park. So.
“membership-wise” we’ve got you covered for 2020. Thanks,
and we’d love to have you recruit a friend or another family
member to join us.
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September’s a Busy Month for CLSPIA
Although the number of campers drops off after the Labor Day holiday, September continues
to be a busy month for your Board of Directors. Scheduled during the week of September 22nd
to 28th are two labor-intensive events for board members.
First, on Sunday the 22nd, we will be hosting our annual Patrons Appreciation Event. Beginning at 3:30 PM, our patrons will be treated to a social hour, a delicious, sit-down, catered dinner and a program entitled “Paradise!?”. CLSPIA is fortunate to have over 30 current Patron
memberships. These “friends of the park” go a long way in financially supporting our efforts to
supplement the interpretation programs offered at Clear Lake State Park.
Second, on Saturday the 28th, we’ll be participating in Kelseyville’s annual Pear Festival. For the past 10 years CLSPIA has
contributed a booth to the event. We offer
items for sale from our Visitor Center gift
store. However, the popularity of our booth
is easily traced to the “stuffed” animals we
display. Parents are eager to identify them
for their children who of course are allowed
to get up close and personal with them. Also,
our collection of Lake County animal pelts
promotes lots of identification guessing by
kids and adults.
Added this year, in a joint effort with our
State Park staff, we will be entering a float
in the parade that always begins the Festival. Wendy Leiberg, our Park’s maintenance chief
is heading up construction with the help of
a group of young people she has recruited.
The float title is “Come Visit Pear-a-dise.
Ranger Trevor and his dog will be on the
float as will park aides enjoying fishing,
boating, hiking, camping and the great
outdoors close to home. You’re encouraged
to come and cheer on our floatees.
Finally, we are surprised each year by the
number of folks who do not know that a California State Park is located on the shore of
Clear Lake in Kelseyville. Consequently,
we embrace this opportunity to reach out
to the local community. If you’re in town,
stop by the CLSPIA booth and say “Hi.”

6

Board Actions (since April, 2019)
As you may know, the staff of Clear Lake State Park has been in a state of flux while the California
State Park System has been changing the way it is organized. To say the least this has left our volunteer organization, CLSPIA, without much paid staff leadership. We are not blaming our park’s local
staff because the lack of stable leadership has been rampant throughout the whole state park system.
Our park staff have done well to keep things running as smoothly as they have under these trying
circumstances.
Currently, we are pleased to have new leadership in the person of Terri Lopez, (an introduction to her
appears in this newsletter.) who already has helped CLSPIA to get moving again.
Therefore, this Board Action Report will be brief and focus on the projects we already have in progress
or are working to implement.
•

The big project in which we are currently involved (for over two years) is the re-establishment of a
facility for Campfire Programs. CLSPIA has set aside $31,000.00 to get this project moving. Our
interpretive leader, Terri Lopez, has assured us that she will pursue this for us with the appropriate personnel. We are greatly encouraged.

•

For the first time, Clear Lake State Park will have a float in the 2019 Kelseyville Pear Festival.
We believe this float along with our booth will increase local awareness of our beautiful state park.
The project will also involve young people with our park.

•

We are looking into providing our campers with a charging station for their cell phones, tablets
and lap tops. Although we would like to point to the beauty of the nature found in our park, we
know that times have changed and a charging station would be helpful to our 21st century campers.

•

CLSPIA is 100% behind improving the signage on our hiking trails. Identifying different plants,
defining the different trails where they come together and displaying an overall map of the trails
with “you are here” shown. The signs would be state-of-the-art materials and long-lasting.

•

We are exploring the possibility of remodeling the Visitor Center auditorium/media room. The
technology of presenting information to an audience has changed so much recently that we find
this facility not only awkward but uncomfortable to use.

•

We also are working on ways to increase not only the membership of our volunteer organization
(CLSPIA) but also new docents, hike leaders and board members. Do you have some ideas? We’d
love to hear them
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CLSPIA’s New District Leader
It’s with pleasure that we introduce our new leadership from our Northern Buttes District. Terri Lopez
has been with us for our July and August board meetings and your board is most positively impressed.
She was appointed State Park Interpreter III on May 16, 2019.
Terri comes to us with a history of park ranger experience. After 18 years with the National Park System
she joined our California State Park System in 2000.
Her experience has included responsibility for district
wide planning, development, management and coordination of interpretive programs. Terri’s oversight
extended to interpretive facilities, wayside parks,
museums, interpretive exhibits & displays and virtual
programs. Her duties also included responsibility
for the district’s collection management, volunteer
programs, special education events and community
outreach activities.
Ranger Terri worked in the northern regional field
office for six years as department lead and project
manager for various statewide major capital outlay
interpretive projects at these park units: Allensworth
SHP, Angel Island SP, Angel Island SHP, Wilder
Ranch SHP, Tule Elk Preserve and Shasta SHP.
Terri’s National Park Service as lead Park Ranger/Interpreter provided experience in many roles. She
worked as fee collector, horseback search and rescue, campground ranger and back country ranger. More
notably Terri was Yosemite National Park’s first woman stagecoach driver giving first person interpretation for the Environmental Living Program. She also was the park-wide Junior & Senior Ranger Program
Coordinator as well as the Elderhostel (now, Roads Scholar) Program Manager.
Terri’s formal education includes an Associate Degree in Natural Resource Management from Reedley
College and two Bachelor of Science degrees from Humboldt State in Natural Resources Interpretation
& Park Management.
Ranger Lopez’s work has not escaped notice. She has received these awards: Two Special Commendation Director Awards, the Gil Entao Memorial Award for Inspiration and the National Association for
Interpretation Media Award for media used in the Native American exhibit found in the Marshall Gold
Discovery State Historic Park Museum.
Don’t mistake Terri as an all-work-and-no-play person. She enjoys spending time and the outdoor world
with her 14-year-old son, Eric. Together they enjoy exploring museums, hiking, camping and kayaking. Eric also loves bass fishing, hunting and like most teens, electronic gaming. Terri and Eric have
become involved in the educational program Sierra Underwater Exploration. They use an underwater
drone, piloted by Eric to make videos of the wonders found under water. These videos are then shared
with others.
Now that you know something of Terri, you may understand the enthusiasm she has already brought
with her to CLSPIA and its board of directors. We are indeed looking forward to working with her.
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Note: If you are reading Clear Lake State Park Horizons for the first time and find the goals and activities interesting enough
to pursue further, we would welcome your inquiry into becoming a volunteer docent. It really is lots of fun, as well as highly
educational. If you are interested, please call the Ranger’s office at 279–2267.

Interpretive Association
5300 Soda Bay Road
Kelseyville, CA 95451
Clear Lake State Park

2020 CLSPIA Membership Form
Clear Lake State park Interpretive Association (CLSPIA)
NAME__________________________________________________________________ PHONE _ ________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________

E-MAIL ________________________________

*ANNUAL CLSPIA MEMBERSHIP FEES for 2020 (Please check those that apply)

[ ] Individual ($10) [ ] Family ($18) [ ] Business ($50) [ ] Patron ($100) [ ] Contribution [ ] Gift Membership (for another)

PAYMENT (Please check one): [ ] Check [ ] VISA Card [ ] Master Card or online at www.clearlakestatepark.org
CARD #_______________________________________________________

EXPIRATION DATE ________________________________

SIGNATURE (if using credit card) _ _____________________________________________________________________________________
INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING at the PARK? (Please check any and all)

[ ] Park Newsletter

[ ] Board of Directors

[ ] Wildflower Brunch

[ ] Special Events

Clip and Mail to -- CLSPIA -- 5300 Soda Bay Road, Kelseyville, CA 95451
* MEMBERSHIP CARD ENTITLES MEMBER TO 10% DISCOUNT ON VISITOR ITEMS.
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