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Spring 2019
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W.O.W. (Wonders of Wildlife)
Let’s do some math to calculate the volume of a cylinder. Why you ask? Well just hang tight for a few lines and a Wonder
Of Wildlife (W.O.W.) will be revealed. The formula for calculating the volume of a cylinder is: multiply the square of the
radius of the base by pi (3.1416) and multiply by the height. So let’s plug in some values and do the math.
The dimensions (approximate) of my cylinder are 8”(dia) x 36”(ht) so the
radius is 4” and the height is 36” so; 4x4=16, 16 x 3.1416= 50.2656, x
36”=1809.56 cubic inches. Great, but so what? Well, if you haven’t been
in Clear Lake State Park in a while, you may not be aware that the old cottonwood snag holding the somewhat famous Pileated Woodpecker nest in
the group campground fell to the ground around the 10th of January, leaving
the pair of woodpeckers without a nest. Although somewhat tragic for the
woodpeckers, it provided me with an opportunity to inspect and measure
the nest of a Pileated Woodpecker, hence the dimensions of 8”x36”. Those
dimensions are from the very top of the nest, which is above the entry
hole to the very bottom of the nest. To give you a sense of comparison, a
one-gallon milk container (Grocery Outlet) is approximately 6”x6”x8” or
288 cubic inches in volume. When you do the comparison, the volume of
the nest cavity is equal to 6.28 one-gallon milk containers. WOW! That’s
pretty impressive that a Pileated Woodpecker adult pair excavates a cavity
that large for their family.

This is the female Pileated Woodpecker

Well, needless to say, the Pileated Woodpeckers of Clear Lake State Park excavating the power pole. Notice the
were heart broken when they lost their nest and are on the hunt for a new cavity just above the birds foot and the
nest site. They have already excavated a couple of large experimental holes second smaller hole just to the right of
in the power pole next to the Osprey nest, and I will not be surprised if the birds beak. Time to call PG&E.
PG&E has to replace the power pole. So, hopefully by the time you read
this article they will have excavated a new nest site, and if we are lucky we will able
watch them raise their young.
Article and pictures by CLSPIA’s very own amateur naturalist, outstanding photographer and board member, Brad Barnwell

Here is the old cottonwood snag
with the nest entrance hole.
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A Message from Madelene
As I’m writing this, the sun is peeking out from behind the clouds; it’s
the first day of spring! Yes, it rained
earlier today, but a little bit of sun
from behind a cloud gives me hope
that spring is really on the way. Am
I the only one who thinks that winter
should be making its’ exit now?
As we have for the last twentysomething years, the board is making
final plans for the annual Wildflower
Brunch. It is always on the last Saturday of April, this year on
Saturday, April 27th. Brunch will be served from 9 am to 12
noon. There will be all the usual fillings (14, I think) for the
omelets, plus fresh fruit, pastries, orange juice and coffee.

is published by the
Clear Lake State
Park
Interpretive
Association
www.clearlakestatepark.org
Association Officers
President - Madelene Lyon
Rec. Secretary - Neil Towne
Treasurer - Julie Berry
Verna Schaffer - Editor
Verna Schaffer - Publisher
Bobbi Towne - Membership
Brad Barnwell - Publicity

We are adding some new innovations to this year’s event; offering a ‘kids ticket’ for $10.00 that will include two pancakes,
fruit, pastry and orange juice; a photo contest of current pictures
taken in the Park, judged in three categories and being viewed
continuously on a TV during the entire event. There will be
prize money offered for the winners in each category.
The Kelseyville High School Jazz Band will be providing entertainment during the Brunch, too. All of these innovations
are designed to include more young people in our appreciation
of our wonderful Park! Be sure to come and celebrate Spring
with us!
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There is a continuous need for volunteers in the Park -- can you
find a few hours a month to help us do what we love doing? If
you or anyone you know would be interested in volunteering here, please give us a call! You’ll be glad
you did!!
					
Madelene

Visitor Center 2019
The opening of the Visitor Center 2019 is coming! All the beautiful dioramas of our nature in Lake County
are anxiously awaiting viewers this summer. As you know, you may see something different each time
you visit, and learn something new. That is our goal at the Visitor Center! We hope to have some new
learning opportunities and activities this year.
The store will continue to sell educational, fun and useful merchandise and souvenirs; please come and
see. Sales support our park directly; help us!
We are interested in improving our Center, possibly with more learning activities AND different merchandise in the store. If you have ideas for this please visit and leave your ideas in writing with the docents
who are working there.
(Continued on Page 3.)
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Hello CLSPIA Members!

There are tons of changes underway in the Northern Buttes District as the
California State Parks Transformation rolls out. These include a restructured management model for staff, new systems and databases, and some
new positions in local State Parks. These changes will take some time very likely several years - to completely manifest, though some changes
are already noticeable.
One thing that I imagine most of you are aware of by now is that there has
been a change of the guard. After almost a decade managing the Clear Lake
Sector, Superintendent Bill Salata promoted to a Superintendent III position in the North Coast Redwoods District. His leadership and vision have had a tremendous impact on
Clear Lake State Park. We wish him success and happiness in his new venture, and we will miss him.
There have also been changes at the District level. District Superintendent Eddie Guaracha left to help
develop and lead the new District 9. In his place, Matt Teague, who has worked in our District as an Engineer, is currently the Acting District Superintendent for Northern Buttes. Aaron Wright, who some of
you will remember working at Clear Lake, was promoted to District Public Safety Superintendent. The
devastation of fires, retirement and career opportunities have caused other key District staff to move on
from, and in some cases, move up in the District.
Still, the District is growing and new positions are being filled. Why? Because there is a new program
management system implemented. This system features District core program managers for Interpretation, Natural and Cultural Resources, Administration, Public Safety and Visitor Services, and Facilities
modeled on the National Parks system. The Sector management model is now changing to a District
model with the core managers directly overseeing field staff in their respective programs.
The goal of the Transformation is to improve how State Parks serves the public. Aside from the new
management model there are a number of new systems that will help us grow and meet the needs of doing
business. There is the new Fi$Cal accounting system designed to improve accountability and transparency. Reserve California and R2S2 are systems designed to bring reservations and point of sale purchases
into a more efficient and accessible, modern format. The Better Impact Volunteer database will track
volunteer hours, duties, training and even issue passes.
Soon we expect to see some new faces around Clear Lake State Park, too, with a full-time Maintenance
Mechanic and added Park Maintenance Assistant. We are hopeful that other positions will soon open up
in some of remaining core programs in our area. So, stay tuned and keep your eyes peeled for some new,
friendly faces and some new, improved ways of doing business at Clear Lake State Park as we roll into
the busy summer months. These are just some of the exciting changes you will see as we move forward
with the State Parks Transformation.
							
							

Best regards, Darin
Clear Lake Supervising Ranger Darin Conner

(Visitor Center 2019 -- from Page 2)

We hope to open the Visitor Center at the Wildflower Brunch, have limited Saturday hours through May
and then open from 10am to 4pm Saturdays and Sundays throughout the summer. If any of you would
like to see more open hours, perhaps you might consider becoming a volunteer and help us staff the Visitor Center? We would love that! It is a fun activity and you will meet such a variety of folks who visit
our park!
We look forward to seeing you!
					

-Sandy Moura
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FRIENDS of the Clear Lake State Park Interpretive Association (CLSPIA)
An asterisk (*) by your name means your 2019 membership has been paid -- THANK YOU!
If NO asterisk appears by your name, your 2019 membership has not been received (as of March 25, 2019).
We invite you to use the form at the end of this newsletter and bring your support up to date,
or to use Paypal on our website: www.clearlakestatepark.org

*Bob & Beth Keiffer

John & Betty Brookes

Mike & Dena Keithly

Lynne Bruner

*Jayne & Jeff Lyon

*Kim & Olga Clymire

Tom & Pam Lyon

*Kim & Charlie Eadie

Dixie Lee Mahy

*Pam Harrington

Ellen Karnowski

*Sheila O’Hara & William
Fredricks

*Myron & Marilyn Holdenreid

*Bella Kluyt

*Patrick & Janet Peterson

Kathy & Larry Jansen

*Elyse Mengle

*Keith & Denise Petterson

*Sandy Moura

*Cathy & Charles Pulse

*William & Mary Kettenhofen

Patty O’Brien

Cameron & Sharon Reeves

Carmen Patterson

*Jim & Susanne Scholz

*Linda Pyers

*Stephen & Nancy Stetzer

Verna Schaffer

*Chuck & Joan Sturges

*Janette Smith

*Janet & Robert Swedberg

*Janice Stokes

Tom & Tina Wasson

*Marilyn Waits

*George & Linda Waterstraat

*Yvonne Walters

Sharon Weeks & Barry Oselett

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS

*Leona Butts

*Kelly F. Cox
*Virginia Graziani
*Barbara Harris
Darlene Hecomovich

Vicki Winkle
FAMILY MEMBERS

BUSINESS MEMBERS

*Bernie & Lynne Butcher

*Bill & Roberta Beat

*Joanne Jameson

*Cathy Dion

Bill & Colleen Kranz

*Margaret Eutenier

*Pam & Gary Maes

William & Sue Groechel

*Twin Pine Casino & Hotel

Joann & John Hansen
*Daniel Hanson & Ellie
Perinoni
*Ron & Anna Hess

PATRON MEMBERS

*Bradley & Kathy Barnwell
*Julie & John Berry
*Henry Bornstein & Gae
Henry
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*Susan & Roberto Lozano
*Madelene Lyon
*Harry & Roberta Lyons
*Pat McFarland
*John & Vicki Maley
Tom & Val Nixon
*Russell & Joyce Porterfield
*Skip & Carolyn Rohner
*Kathleen & Thomas Scavone
*Bob & Anita Schoenherr
Jim & Wilda Shock
*Rich & Oleta Simpson
*Bob & Nancy Smith
Jay T. Smith
*Bobbi & Neil Towne
*Sean & Jeanette Towne
Lisa & Paul Vartabedian
*Kathy & Peter Windrem

Wildflower Brunch Photography Contest
This year as part of our Wildflower Brunch, CLSPIA will be challenging amateur photographers to
show the beauty of Clear Lake State Park. What better way to enjoy our 565 acres, and 11,600 feet of
shoreline that was originally donated by Nellie Henderson Dorn and Fred Dorn than to document what
each of us sees through our cameras. Everyone has their own appreciation of the park whether it is the
beautiful landscapes, animal life, or all the fauna we see throughout the park.
Do you have some great digital images to share with others? Would you like to earn some recognition
and prize money? Do you love the beauty of the park and wish to show how you see its beauty? If you
answer yes to any of these questions and you are an amateur photographer with images that have never
been published, then you need to enter our Wildflower Photography Contest.
The contest is for all ages. There are three age divisions: Adult -- 19 years of age and up; Senior -- 14-18
years of age; and Junior. Submissions must be digital with a file size no larger than 8 megabytes. You
must be an amateur photographer and may use any type of digital camera or scanner. Photographs
must have been taken between January 1, 2017 and April 19, 2019. Your work will be posted to our
website http://www.clearlakestatepark.org/ for viewing and will be displayed at our annual Wildflower
Brunch on April 27th at the State Park. All entries need to be submitted by April 19th to this email
address: friendsofCLSP@gmail.com. Fifty dollars will be awarded to the best photograph in each
division with one hundred dollars going to the best overall photograph.
Go to our website https://www.clearlakestatepark.org/photocontest.html for a complete list of rules, how to
enter, and the official entry form. We can’t wait to see what you discovered at Clear Lake State Park.

Membership
As always, we’re looking to increase our membership. So, dues are due! For those of you who have not
renewed your CLSPIA membership for 2019 or would like to join for the first time, now is the time.
This is an exciting time for our California State Parks. A lot of things are changing, but we still need a
strong membership in our Clear Lake State Park Interpretive Association (CLSPIA). It’s the partnership
between our paid staff and volunteer interpretive groups that makes our California State Park System
the best there is. We augment the work of the interpretive ranger or aide in hosting school groups, presenting our Junior Rangers program, staffing the Visitor Center and in any other ways we find we can
help our rangers with interpretation.
Our “big project” currently is to promote and fund the establishment of a new Campfire Facility for our
park. You may remember that our park has been without one since our cabins were built. CLSPIA has
set aside some $31,000 for this goal.
Please renew your membership for 2019. Can’t remember if you have or haven’t? Please find the list of
current members elsewhere in this newsletter. Find your name. If it has an asterisk before it, you have
renewed. If not, you need to! Question? Call Bobbi
Our park is a wonderfully cared for by our Park Rangers, but they always need help, and this is where
our dues and fundraising fits it.
Thanks, Bobbi Towne (707) 279-2527
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Ranger Trevor & Fish
‘CALLING ALL FISHERMAN - It is that time of year again! The excitement of spring is in the air, the mountain tops are dusted with snow, and
Clear Lake water levels continue to rise! Some of you may know, Clear Lake
State Park was recently closed due to flooding activity inside the park. As
the rains subside and the waters begin to warm, we will see the migration
of bluegill, red ear sunfish, crappie, and largemouth bass into Cole Creek,
Kelsey Creek, and Kelsey Slough. Right now Clear Lake water temperatures
hover around 45-50 degrees Fahrenheit. As the days grow longer and the sun
moves higher in the sky, fish begin to migrate into creek channels in search
of warmer water for pre-spawn activity. Typically, 55 degrees Fahrenheit
is the magic number that triggers fish into spawning mode. Sunfish and
crappie will be the first to venture into the creek channels in search of a soft
river bottom where they will create their “Beds.” Clear Lake State Park is
home to some of the best spawning habitat for this reason!
If you are new to the fishing world
it can be downright intimidating.
You may be asking yourself, where
do I start? Lucky for you, fishing
for sunfish and crappie can be the
best chance to learn the “In’s and
out’s” of the sport. Usually all that is required is a fishing license, a simple
light weight spinning rod and reel combination, terminal tackle, and live
bait such as night crawlers or small plastic baits that imitate minnows.
They are commonly rigged on exposed hooks with weighted heads. They
can be cast out and retrieved or anchored below a slip bobber. Many times
fish can be enticed to bite by using their olfactory scent, especially in murky
water conditions. Pro tip: don’t forget to tip your favorite lure with crappie
nuggets or liquid scent for added juice! Some of the best color choices for
baits include white and silver or white and chartreuse imitations for shad
style baits. It is good to experiment with different color heads which may
help weary fish locate your bait underwater.
At California State Parks we are all about protecting resources for future generations. I would like to remind all of
you to be responsible fisher-people. Please remember to pick up your used fishing
line. Several times each year we run to the aid of a bird entangled in fishing line.
We have installed handy dandy fishing line recycling tubes located near the fish
cleaning station by the launch ramp and the entrance to the walking path near the
Kelsey Slough to combat this problem. A good motto to remember is, “Whatever
you pack in - pack out”, this includes trash, bobbers, bait containers, soda cans,
chip bags, children, did I mention bobbers?
Finally, don’t forget that these resources can be impacted by continued overfishing.
I encourage all of you to practice the art of catch and release. Remember there are
limits to how many fish can be retained. The following is a guide for possession
limits per person: a combined total of 25 sunfish and crappie, 5 largemouth bass
over 12 inches in total length, there is no restriction on catfish, and it is illegal to
possess hitch due to the fact that they are a threatened species.
Don’t forget to take a child fishing, good luck to all, and Fish-On!
							

Ranger Trevor Irace
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Board Actions (since last September)
Due to fires, staff changes, rain and flooding several CLSPIA meetings were canceled since September 2018. Following is a summary of the board actions.
•

The CLSPIA board produced an excellent Patrons Appreciation Evening at the park education pavilion on
the last Sunday in September. A fine dinner was served followed by a speaker, Bob Keiffer.

•

Learned that all of the Clear Lake State Park’s water system pipelines will be replaced over the fall and
winter low-camping period. This replacement will cost 1.7 million dollars. What has been needed and
requested for many years has finally received the funding. The work will be done in one camping area at a
time so as not to close the park completely.

•

Learned that CLSPIA’s new Facebook page had 87 hits in less that its first month.

•

Arrangements have been completed for our CLSPIA booth participation at the Kelseyville Pear Festival on
the last Saturday in September.

•

Board members were asked to give some thought to our calendar of events for 2019

•

The day after Thanksgiving is known as “Green Friday” in the California State Park System, and there will
be free admission from “dawn to dusk.”

•

The Christmas Bird Count will again take place at Clear Lake State Park and Anderson Marsh. The information gathered will be electronically entered into the eBird database at Cornell University in N.Y. State
and used worldwide.

•

Sabrina Buis has finished her training and will be joining the Clear Lake State Park staff this fall. She certainly will be welcomed with open arms.

•

Board member Brad Barnwell informed the board of a possible board member candidate, Mr. Bob Schoenherr. Brad told us of the many talents and experiences Bob has. The discussion ended with consensus that
we should proceed with haste to invite him to join the CLSPIA board of directors.

•

On December 21st Bill Salata performed his last official duty as the Sector Supervisor for our sector of the
Calif. State Park System. He was promoted to the position of Area Chief Ranger, North Coast Redwood
District.

•

Darin Connor, our Clear Lake State Park supervising ranger, made a request to the board that our 2019
Wildflower Brunch fundraiser include more activities that met with our principle goal of “Interpretation.”
This was agreed upon and board members were asked to come to the next meeting with ideas for doing this.

•

Clear Lake State Park was closed due to the local wildfires. Our staff was assisting other law enforcement
personnel in any way they could.

•

Eventually the fires were replaced with an oversupply of rain that eventually added up to flooded campgrounds and another closure of our Clear Lake State Park.

•

The board came up with these suggestions for a more “interpretive” experience for our Wildflower Brunch
fund raiser: an 8:15 AM CLSPIA sponsored walk; Osprey viewing with viewing scope throughout morning;
a speaker in the Visitor Center auditorium; a TV set up outside for viewing our wildflower DVD; a map of a
self-guided tour to invite people to spend more time in the park; a fun hike for kids; a kid’s menu, half priced,
pancakes, fruit, pastries and orange juice. (Flyers advertising this sent home with school groups visiting the
park); panels made for the self-guided tour pointing out areas or items of interest -- asking the 4-H or Rotary
Interact Kids to make panels to set out around the park noting places of interest or of historic note; an art
contest beginning in January for kids and adults to take photographs in the park.

•

Visitor Center Artifacts removed when Kelseyville was under orders to evacuate because of wildfires have
been returned to their place in the Visitor Center.
(Continued on Page 8,)
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(Board Actions -- continued from page 7)
•

It was also agreed to ask Park Maintenance Staff for suggestions that would make the Park Experience better for our Visitors

•

Our CAL representative to our board, Darin Connor explained what he knew about the organizational
changes currently being implemented in the Calif. State Park System throughout the state. He reported that
eventually there would be stronger staff support between the parks’ staffs and their volunteer support groups
and that there would be an Interpreter 3 position at the district level and an Interpreter 1 position at our local park level that would be working with us intermittently. However, this would take some time to happen.

•

The board discussed suggestions from Maintenance that might improve a visitor’s visit. A water fountain for
visitor use although materials submitted showed possible fountain as being expensive and probably prone
to damage from misuse. A second suggestion, bicycle racks were also considered and discarded. The unanimous opinion was bicycles were most often kept at camp sights and centrally located racks would not be used.

•

Wildflower Brunch “interpretive ideas” were discussed and several adopted and will be publicized widely.

•

The proposed 2019 budget for CLSPIA was presented and approved. It included setting another $10,000
aside for the new Campfire Site Facility. CLSPIA has set aside a total of $31,000 for this purpose.

•

Bobbi Towne, membership chair reported that the membership renewal letter had gone out to members currently carried on the CLSPIA membership role.

•

Sandy Moura reported that she was ordering Visitor Center items for the store, and Bob Schoenherr was
working on coming up with a more user-friendly sales slip.

•

Bob Schoenherr reported that the Photo Contest has Darin’s approval and will culminate with the Wildflower
Brunch when photos will be shown and prizes awarded.

•

All members with e-mail addresses will receive a Wildflower Brunch flyer.

•

Ranger Trevor Irace, our CAL representative for our March meeting, showed us placards of drawings that
suggest the names of our local wildflowers. Park Aides have worked on these while the park has been closed
because of flooding. The back side of the placard shows a picture of the actual flower. We hope to use them
at the Wildflower Brunch billed as the Kid’s Flower Fun Walk.

•

The board voted to give $25 gift certificates to the Park Aides who created the Flower Fun placards.

•

The Audubon Christmas Bird Count held at Clear Lake State Park and Anderson Marsh reported spotting 60
species of birds at the State Park and 55 species at Anderson Marsh.

•

Membership chair, Bobbi Towne reported that the renewal letter had prompted 52 membership renewals. Of
those renewals 22 renewed as patrons.

TO: “FRIENDS OF THE PARK” -- SAVE THIS DATE!
Saturday, APRIL 27th, 2019; 9AM to 12 noon is when the Clear Lake State Park Interpretive Association (CLSPIA)
holds its ANNUAL WILDFLOWER BRUNCH. PLEASE invite and/or treat a friend, a family youngster or a lover
of the outdoors to this unique Lake County event.
Reservations can be made online at www.clearlakestatepark.org (Need count to determine amount of food to prepare)
or by phone (707) 279-4395. TICKETS: Adults $20, Kids $10 for Pancake Breakfast.
BRUNCH ACTIVITIES: Nature Hike, Kids (& Adults) Flower Fun Hike, Kelseyville Jazz Band, Osprey Viewing.
Visitor Center open and Park Photo Contest Display of Photo Entries & Awarding of prizes
COME LEARN, EAT, and PARTICIPATE at our Fund Raiser. Let’s make 2019 the best year ever for our Clear
Lake State Park! - 						
Thanks, Your CLSPIA
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Note: If you are reading Clear Lake State Park Horizons for the first time and find the goals and activities interesting enough
to pursue further, we would welcome your inquiry into becoming a volunteer docent. It really is lots of fun, as well as highly
educational. If you are interested, please call the Ranger’s office at 279–2267.

Interpretive Association
5300 Soda Bay Road
Kelseyville, CA 95451
Clear Lake State Park

2019 CLSPIA Membership Form
Clear Lake State park Interpretive Association (CLSPIA)
NAME__________________________________________________________________ PHONE _ ________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________

E-MAIL ________________________________

*ANNUAL CLSPIA MEMBERSHIP FEES for 2019 (Please check those that apply)

[ ] Individual ($10) [ ] Family ($18) [ ] Business ($50) [ ] Patron ($100) [ ] Contribution [ ] Gift Membership (for another)

PAYMENT (Please check one): [ ] Check [ ] VISA Card [ ] Master Card or online at www.clearlakestatepark.org
CARD #_______________________________________________________

EXPIRATION DATE ________________________________

SIGNATURE (if using credit card) _ _____________________________________________________________________________________
INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING at the PARK? (Please check any and all)

[ ] Park Newsletter

[ ] Board of Directors

[ ] Visitor Center

[ ] Special Events

Clip and Mail to -- CLSPIA -- 5300 Soda Bay Road, Kelseyville, CA 95451
* MEMBERSHIP CARD ENTITLES MEMBER TO 10% DISCOUNT ON VISITOR ITEMS.
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