CLEAR LAKE HORIZONS
Spring 2021
C.L.S.P.I.A.

CLSPIA Trail Camera Project
After One Year

It has been one year since trail cameras have been installed throughout the park. A year ago the CLSPIA
board funded 6 cameras with security cables and rechargeable batteries. After one year we have over
15,000 recordings captured by these cameras. There have been 45 species of animals identified from these
cameras. Our Facebook views increase each time we post a monthly report of the cameras’ action. Overall
the videos have helped the Facebook site reach upwards of 600 engagements per day, with a maximum of
3000 views and a minimum of 35.
Main goals of the project are to:
•
•
•
•

Gain the ability to see and count the animal species at Clear Lake
State Park.
Support animal and plant species research in our area.
Increase awareness of the natural seasonal changes at Clear Lake
State Park
Share our findings with our local and scientific communities.

The monthly counts of animals this past year have given us a real good insight
into which species are seen in the daytime versus the evenings. This next
year will allow us to make season comparisons with lake levels too.
My observations for the past year:
1. Almost everything that we were hoping to see on camera has been seen.
2. Each area has a specific group of animals per season.
3. Campers seem to increase the number of raccoons and opossums therefore bringing out the fox, coyote
and bobcat.
4. Deer have set patterns in the park per season.
5. Humans for the most part have left our cameras alone.
6. We are limited to where we can set up a camera by physical area, human interaction, water, and the
lack of bravery by the camera checkers.
7. This has been a fun but time-consuming endeavor but well worth it.
I would conclude that we have reached the goals we set at the beginning of the project. In 2021 we will
continue to do what we did in 2020, and next year we will be able to compare year to year results.
(Continued on Page 3.)

A Message from the CLSPIA Board

Even with Covid restrictions,
CLSPIA has managed to move
ahead. As you may recall, we sadly
lost our president, Rich Simpson,
last year. We continued on without
a formal leader until our March
meeting, when we elected Bob
Schoenherr as president and reinstated Julie Berry as Treasurer
and Brad Barnwell as Secretary.
For the past year the park has been in some form of shutdown
and has only recently opened Kelsey Creek Campground and
the cabins for use by the public. Cole Creek Campground and
both the Lower and Upper Bayview Campgrounds remain closed
to camping. The Visitor Center remains closed and all on-site
programs remain dormant until California State Parks gives the
all clear to resume programming and open the facilities. When
that will occur is anyone’s guess.
Financially we have continued to remain solvent with regular
sales of firewood and mussel stickers and the continued support
of our loyal members and patrons. We have been unable to hold
our annual Wildflower Brunch fundraiser for both 2020 and 2021
and our Patron Dinner for 2020. Nonetheless we remain optimistic and have tentatively scheduled the 2021 Patron Dinner
for Sunday, September 26, 2021 (mark your calendars). We are
hopeful the park will be fully functional by that date and that
we have all been vaccinated, fingers crossed.
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We have proposed a number of projects over the past years to
the State Park that are still in limbo. Those projects include the
building of a new amphitheater to replace the one torn down to
build the cabins in 2011, traffic safety signs, trail signage, trail
benches and interpretive panels. We have asked State Parks
for a status update on the projects and a time line on the fruition of each project to help us determine if
we need to pivot and reallocate our funds to more achievable projects and programs. We will keep you
informed of the outcome.
With regard to the visitor center store, we are still waiting to see when the park will open the visitor center
and recruit and train volunteers to operate the store as well as help conduct nature walks, campfire talks
and Junior Rangers. For those of you that are already state park volunteers and want to be involved in
any of these programs, I would recommend calling Kirk Olsen, the state park Interpreter in charge of
the volunteer program. I would also add that any of you or any of your friends that may be interested in
becoming a state park volunteer should contact Kirk Olsen at (707) 279-1936.
Regardless of all the trials and tribulations of everyday life, there is hopefully one constant in our lives
that we can count on. Whether you hike, bike, fish, bird, boat, eat, meet, greet or want a little solitude,
beautiful Clear Lake State Park is there for your enjoyment, thanks to the Park’s exceptionally dedicated
staff.
Take care, be safe, enjoy the park and thank you for your support.
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Brad Barnwell

(Trail Camera Project -- from page 1)
For more up to date information and videos go to our Facebook site:
https://www.facebook.com/CaliforniaStatePark
You can see video from the trail cameras and other videos of the animals in the park by going to:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlt7dpkiufHKItJnP6f9XCj913i-wbAad
Trail camera Videos only:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlt7dpkiufHLMw6inunaxTdFuAq4_DVzV
Results for February 12, 2020 to February 12, 2021
Camera 1
Camera 2
Camera 3
Camera 4
Camera 5
Camera 6
Totals

4568
3625
2688
1676
261
2321
15139

Kelsey Slough and Upper Bay View
Cole Creek
Lower Bay View-Pavilion-Kelsey Creek
Dorn Trail-Deer Trail
Dorn Trail -stolen
Cabins-site 83

Opossum
Pied-billed Grebe
California Quail
Rabbit
Raccoon
Rats
Common Raven
Red-shouldered Hawk
California Scrub-Jay
Steller’s Jay
Skunk
Wilson’s Snipe
Spider
Tree and Ground Squirrels
European Starling
Oak Titmouse
California Towhee
Spotted Towhee
Wild Turkey
Western Pond Turtle
Red-eared Turtle
Great Egret
Wood Duck
By Bob Schoenherr

Acorn Woodpecker
Black Bear
Bewick’s Wren
Red-winged Blackbird
Black-crowned Night Heron
Bobcat
American Coot
Cougar
Coyote
American Crow
Dark-eyed Junco
Deer
Dove
Northern Flicker
Fox
Canada Geese
Hare
Great Blue Heron
Green Heron
Lizards
Mallard
Mink
Muskrat
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Dues are Due!
This is a friendly reminder that it’s time to renew your membership in Clear Lake State Park
Interpretive Association (CLSPIA) for the year 2021. A big THANK YOU to those listed below
who have already done so, and a reminder to pass on your membership form to an interested
friend. If your name does not appear below, we invite you to renew your membership using the
form at the end of this newsletter, or go to www.clearlakestatepark.org to renew online.
CLSPIA continues to fulﬁll our mission of education and interpretation of our beautiful State
Park. As a CLSPIA member, whether Individual, Family, Business or Patron, you will receive
our twice-a-year newsletter, a 10% discount on items purchased at the Visitor Center store once
it has reopened, and the assurance that you are truly a Friend of Clear Lake State Park. We
hope to resume the Patron Dinner this year if Covid restrictions allow. If so, PATRON members will be invited to a delicious, catered dinner at the Education Pavilion with a special guest
speaker.
Thank you for your continued support. We hope you are able to get out and enjoy the beauty,
sights and sounds of springtime in the park!
							
Kathy Barnwell, Membership
INDIVIDUAL members
Margaret Eutenier
Barbara Harris
Darlene Hecomovich
Bella Kluyt
Elyse Mengle
Eleanor Neumuth
Susan Rode
Verna Schaffer
Susanne Scholz
Janice Stokes
Marilyn Waits
FAMILY members
Bill & Roberta Beat
Cathy Dion
Ron & Anna Hess
Ellen Karnowski/Kuzu Family

Jeff & Jayne Lyon
Sheila O’Hara &
William Fredriksson
Ellie Perinoni & Daniel Hansen
Patrick & Janet Peterson
Linda Pyers
Cameron & Sharon Reeves
Kathleen & Thomas Scavone
Stephen & Nancy Stetzer
Judy Stevenson
Chuck & Joan Sturges
Janet & Robert Swedberg
Yvonne Walters
George & Linda Waterstraat
Sharon Weeks & Barry Oselett
BUSINESS members
Joanne Jameson
Twin Pine Casino & Hotel
PATRON members
Brad & Kathy Barnwell
Julie & John Berry
Henry Bornstein & Gae Henry
John & Betty Brookes
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Lynne Bruner
Bernie & Lynne Butcher,
Tallman Hotel
Kelly F. Cox
Kim & Charlie Eadie
Susan Groechel
Leanne & Jim Harvey
Larry & Kathy Jansen
William & Mary Kettenhofen
Susan & Roberto Lozano
Madelene Lyon
Harry & Roberta Lyons
Pam & Gary Maes
John & Vicki Maley
Sandy Moura
Pat McFarland
Tom & Val Nixon
Keith & Denise Petterson
Russ & Joyce Porterfield
Carolyn & Skip Rohner
Bob Schoenherr &
Anita Benzing
Oleta Simpson
Bob & Nancy Smith
Jay T. Smith
Bobbi & Neil Towne
Vartabedian Family

Mountain Lions
Our wildlife cameras in the park have recently caught a mountain lion on camera a couple of times. This
is exciting to know that our state’s largest cat is using the park.
Mountain lions are found throughout California and the Americas, from
Canada in North America all the way into southern Chile in South
America. This cat has many regional names; cougar, panther, painter,
cat-of the-mountains, puma, el Tigre and mountain lion. The names all
refer to the same animal (Puma concolor). The second part of the Latin
name means cat of one color and most mountain lions have a tawny, or
grayish colored coat with light undersides and a long black tipped tail.
These cats live in a variety of habitats including deserts, forests, mountains and chaparral throughout California. Their principal prey are deer
which the cat ambushes from cover. The lion will cover its kill to eat from
for a few days before the kill becomes too ripe for the lion to eat. The carcass then will be utilized by other animals such as foxes and bears and
as it decays it returns nutrients back into the environment.
Mountain lions need large territories in which to live. Males often have
territories of up to 100 square miles and females will have territories
of 30 to 40 square miles. A male will tolerate a couple of females living
within the territory he claims but will not tolerate the presence of other
male lions. Adult mountain lions usually avoid each other except when
a female is in season and ready to breed. After mating which may last
for 2-3 days, the male moves on and will not participate in the raising of
his young.

Photo by Brad Barnwell

The female has a gestation period of 3 months, but the young can be born anytime of the year. The young are born
blind with their ears closed and are spotted for camouflage. In 2 weeks the kitten’s eyes and ears open but the spots
remain until they fade gradually as the kitten becomes an adolescent around 12 months of age. The cubs remain
with the mother for 16 months while she teaches them to hunt, find shelter and all they need to know to survive.
When the cubs are 16-18 months old the mother will just leave them one day and the young lions will be on their
own. Siblings may stay together for several months after separation from the mother as they learn how to hunt.
Young lions disperse to find their own territories where they can live. This is the most dangerous time for young
lions as they may have difficulties being successful hunters on their own or may be killed by other animals whose
territory they have entered.
If you are approached by a mountain lion-do NOT run. This may trigger their hunting response and lead to an
attack. Most attacks are by adolescent or injured cats who are looking for an easy meal and are often a case of
mistaken identity. Make yourself look as big as you can. Stand up do not bend over. The profile of a standing human doesn’t match the horizontal profile of a prey species like a deer. Shout and throw things at the animal, its
prey would not do that. Don’t hike alone or recreate at dawn and dusk when the mountain lion is actively looking
for its main prey deer.
Remember you are more likely to be bitten by a dog or hit by lightning than to be attacked by a mountain lion. The
Native Americans successfully lived with mountain lions and other predators in California for millennia. Be aware
and you can enjoy our state parks in safety even with the occasional visit from our state’s beautiful big cat.
Sources:
The American Lion by Kevin Hansen, 1992
The Cougar Almanac by Robert H. Busch, 1996
California Mountain Lion (brochure) CA Dept. of Fish & Wildlife, 2018
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by Kirk Thomas Olsen

Board Actions

September 2020, and November 2020 through February 2021 – no meetings were held due to Covid-19
and Park closures
October, 2020
•

The Board approved $50 for printing and framing a map of Clear Lake to be hung in the Visitor’s
Center. Kirk Olsen, Interpreter I, reported that he is updating and revising volunteer manuals.

•

Terri Lopez (CAL) reported the following:
•

The Indian Nature Trail will be re-named, although no time frame was given.

•

Terri again discussed the chain of command regarding communication with the
District and not park staff.

•

Repairs to the concession building were discussed. The Board agreed the costs involved in remodeling the building into usable space are too high.

•

Terri prefers to use the group campground for the campfire ring and will have state staff do a feasibility study on the area.

•

Terri will follow up with Ranger Chris Glenn regarding Main Road signage.

March, 2021
•

The Board approved Terri’s $200 request to purchase lunch for new employees for their orientation
training day. The orientation will take place April 28.

•

The Board approved Terri’s $250 request to purchase digital equipment to allow the Interpreter I,
Kirk Olsen, to connect with park visitors and students through online educational presentations.

•

Ranger Glenn reported on the status of the Lifeguard positions. He hopes to have 2 to 3 lifeguards
at the swim beach starting in June.

•

Terri Lopez (CAL) was not present. She asked Ranger Glenn to reiterate her request that all communication from CLSPIA go through her. Chris said the campfire ring is low on the priority list,
with no estimate of either beginning or completion of the project. No further updates on projects
were given.

New Ranger at the Park
My name is Dylan Ayache, I am a Ranger at Clear Lake State
Park. I began working for California State Parks because of my
passion for the outdoors and helping others. Prior to working as a
Ranger, I was a seasonal Firefighter with the Forest Service and
studied Forestry and Fire Management at Humboldt State University.
Outside of work, I enjoy hiking, fishing and traveling with my
beautiful wife, Desiree and our dog, Remi.
Dylan Ayache
State Park Peace Officer
Northern Buttes District
(530)-693-5082
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Clear Lake State Park Maintenance Farewell
(but not for long), March 16, 2021

Clear Lake State Park (CLSP) maintenance staff has done a great job keeping the park open, safe and clear during the pandemic. Permanent staff are
getting the park ready for a busy season after covid has had people on lock
down. Staff will be hiring 10 Maintenance park aids to help this season. Our
Maintenance Mechanic, Robert Lee, is now reporting to CLSP and he is a
great addition to the staff.
We have a couple projects that are in progress. We are installing two carcharging stations near the visitor’s center. In addition, two new token machines
for the Boat Launch and Kelsey Creek Campgrounds. We will continue to develop projects as the season
progresses. We will also be doing our preventative maintenance on our facilities; staining decks, installing new campsite posts, painting, and repairing the boat dock and boardwalks. We are ramping up our
weed eaters, mowers, and loppers to clean the trails and roadways for spring.
I have accepted a position in Lake Oroville State Recreation Area (district office). I wanted to say thank
you sincerely to all the CLSPIA members I have had so much fun working for you. From my first day at
the park, you have made me feel like I am part of your family. Madelene I miss you. Julie you are truly
awesome! Brad, Bob and the whole gang keep up the great work. I will miss you all!
I appreciate all the things you do at the park. I have enjoyed our meetings thinking of new and fun stuff
to do at the park. Although I am relocating, I still will be around to help with the staff and projects at
CLSP until the CLSP Chief I position is filled. My new office will be at the district and I hope to learn all
I can about all the parks that make up our district. My position will consist of writing contracts, developing projects, developing staff, purchasing, overseeing a much larger operation with over 20 employees,
as well as a larger number of park units. In order to compete for a district Chief III, this move is a great
opportunity to learn and gain the skills needed to reach this long-time career goal.
Sincerely,
Wendy Lieberg – Park Maintenance Chief I

CLSPIA Financial Report
Thanks to the generosity of our members and patrons, and to those who have supported Clear Lake State Park
through mussel sticker sales, and firewood sales, our finances ending the year 2020 are in excellent shape.
Even with the park being closed to camping during the pandemic, closed to wood sales because of the fires and dry
conditions, and with no income from Visitor Center sales, we ended 2020 with a profit of $7345.00.
Over the past seven years your Board has put aside a total of $31,000.00 to begin funding of a campfire ring within
the park for evening events and educational opportunities. We are awaiting word as to whether this is a project that is forthcoming, or if it is on
hold-due to replacement of buildings lost in the fires of 2020 or other reasons. Our mission statement is to assist with interpretation and education
within Clear Lake State Park, so if this project is not feasible, there are
other opportunities for us to assist the park. Stay tuned!
We as a Board, look forward to a successful 2021 with your help. Come
enjoy YOUR park!
						
Julie Berry,
						
Treasurer, CLSPIA
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Note: If you are reading Clear Lake State Park Horizons for the first time and find the goals and activities interesting enough
to pursue further, we would welcome your inquiry into becoming a volunteer docent. It really is lots of fun, as well as highly
educational. If you are interested, please call the Ranger’s office at 279–2267.

Interpretive Association
5300 Soda Bay Road
Kelseyville, CA 95451
Clear Lake State Park

2021 CLSPIA Membership Form
Clear Lake State park Interpretive Association (CLSPIA)
NAME__________________________________________________________________ PHONE _ ________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________

E-MAIL ________________________________

*ANNUAL CLSPIA MEMBERSHIP FEES for 2021 (Please check those that apply)

[ ] Individual ($10) [ ] Family ($18) [ ] Business ($50) [ ] Patron ($100) [ ] Contribution [ ] Gift Membership (for another)

PAYMENT (Please check one): [ ] Check [ ] VISA Card [ ] Master Card or online at www.clearlakestatepark.org
CARD #_______________________________________________________
EXPIRATION DATE ________________________________
SIGNATURE (if using credit card) _ _____________________________________________________________________________________
INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING at the PARK? (Please check any and all)

[ ] Park Newsletter

[ ] Board of Directors

[ ] Wildflower Brunch

[ ] Special Events

Clip and Mail to -- CLSPIA -- 5300 Soda Bay Road, Kelseyville, CA 95451
* MEMBERSHIP CARD ENTITLES MEMBER TO 10% DISCOUNT ON VISITOR ITEMS.
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