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CLSPIA Trail Camera Project 2020
In January of this year the board approved the purchase of 6 trail cameras to observe and document animal
species who frequent different areas of Clear Lake State Park. The main goals of the project are to:
•
•
•
•

Record and count animal species at Clear Lake State Park.
Support animal and plant species research.
Share with park visitors and the public the natural resources in our Park.
Share our findings with local and scientific communities.

We started a species database to record the numbers of each animal, the location in the park, and the time
and date of each sighting. Along with assisting park staff with their scientific research and planning, we
want to share with our members the pure joy of observing wildlife in the park. On our new improved website you will be able to observe some of the videos that are captured by our cameras and a monthly animal
report. NO human images will ever be posted.
Board members Bob Schoenherr, Anita Benzing, Brad and Kathy Barnwell, and Paul Medlin have worked
together to determine camera locations and to
collect the camera SD cards every week for review and species database recording. The locations chosen give us a good variety of habitats
and are fairly isolated from park visitors. The
knowledge we gain from these cameras will assist the board in making suggestions that will
keep the park’s ecosystem healthy.
February was our first month of observations
from the cameras. From the totals listed here,
you will see we have a wide variety of wildlife
throughout our park. Because movement sets
off the cameras, many of these larger totals include the same animals that have tripped the
camera several times. As we gain more data we hope to be able to statistically predict populations and
identify individual animals in the park.
(Continued on page 3.)

The Wildflower Brunch has been cancelled; please see page 5.
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A Message from Rich
Welcome! As your newly installed
president, I want to announce a few
of the changes that have occurred
with CLSPIA and Clear Lake State
Park since our last newsletter. We
had three members of the board retire and we were able to recruit four
new members, expanding our board
to eleven. We reinstalled Julie
Berry as the Treasurer and have a
new Secretary, Brad Barnwell. Our
long time, behind the scenes newsletter publisher, Verna
Schaffer, is now a member of the board and has the official
designation as both publisher and editor of the Clear Lake
Horizon newsletter. Kathy Barnwell, a new member, has
volunteered to be membership chair.
Board member Bob Schoenherr is spearheading two projects:
one with park maintenance staff to add trail signage and
more benches to the park trails; and second, with the help
of some board members, to install trail cameras throughout
the park to photograph and record the park’s wildlife.
Next are the not so pleasant changes that have occurred as a
result of the coronavirus shelter in place mandates from both
the state and local governments. As of right now, Clear Lake
State Park is only offering day use and the campgrounds and
visitor center are closed. CLSPIA has suspended its board
meetings, and has cancelled both the Wildflower Brunch
and photo contest. The board is now utilizing electronic
communications to conduct business. Like everyone else,
we are in a “wait and see” mode as to just when the park
and the country will return to “normal”.
Take advantage of the park while it remains
open.  Remember to practice social distancing
and stay healthy.
Rich Simpson, President
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(Cameras -- Continued from page 1)
You can see some of the video from the trail cameras and other videos of the animals in the park by going
to:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlt7dpkiufHKItJnP6f9XCj913i-wbAad
										

By Bob Schoenherr

Total February 2020:
Deer
253
Squirrel
19
Raccoon
71
Wild Turkey
36
Eurasian Collared-Dove 8
Pied-billed Grebe
23
Common Raven
1
American Crow
1
Mallard
12

Wood Duck
Fox
Coyote
Rabbit
Bobcat
Opossum
California Scrub-Jay
Wilson’s Snipe
Total #

97
2
5
2
1
5
1
1
538

Billy Gear
It was a sad day for all of
the volunteers at Clear Lake
State Park when Billy Gear,
a State Park Volunteer hike
leader, passed away this past
year (2019). Billy loved the
park and loved being hike
leader for the visiting school
groups. When he wasn’t leading a group of kids, he could
be seen gently strolling along
the park trails, stopping often to examine a bush, tree
or flower and making notes
on what he had observed.
During the week, most likely
any weekday about 10 AM,
he could be found at StudeBilly Gear (burgundy beret) leading a school group hike at Clear Lake baker’s coffee shop, his unState Park
official office. Here he would
be drinking coffee, working
on his laptop preparing for his next lecture for his class at the local community college where
he taught philosophy. Billy’s unofficial office was a gathering place for many of his friends, who
would be engaged in conversations ranging from philosophy and politics to his new discoveries
at Clear Lake State Park. Billy was an interesting, inquisitive and extremely kind soul who will
be greatly missed.
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Moving On

From left to right; Neil Towne, Madelene Lyon, Bobbi Towne, Val Nixon, Val’s dog
Buddy and Walt Lyon (photo taken 1/16/2011 by Brad Barnwell)

Neil and Bobbi Towne

Madelene Lyon

At our October 2019 CLSPIA meeting Neil and
Bobbi announced that they were stepping down
as members of CLSPIA after 18 years of service.
This announcement, like that of Madelene’s, both
stunned and saddened the board. Neil and Bobbi
were the board’s go to volunteers for the gourmet
dinners, Patron dinner, Wildflower Brunch, Pear
Festival and many other events and programs. It
seemed that Neil and Bobbi had all the equipment
or just stuff that we needed to successfully pull off
these events. They brought the propane stoves to
the dinners and brunch; produced the frames and
bungee cords to mount banners at the pear festival,
greeted the public at the park’s Pear Festival booth,
and were always there for setup and cleanup.

In September of 2019 the board received a letter
from Madelene Lyon that she was stepping down
effective October 1, 2019, as president of the board,
a position she has held since 1998. The board knew
this day was going to occur sometime, but we were
all shocked when it happened. Madelene had been
the only president we all had worked with all these
years and we were jolted by the reality that there
would be no Madelene to guide us. She was a true
leader and had not only been a champion of education and interpretation, but an inspirational and
creative force for Clear Lake State Park.
Madelene was the inspiration and driving force behind the many and successful events and programs
that are associated with CLSPIA and Clear Lake
State Park. She started, organized, and catered the
gourmet dinners that were held in Upper Bay View
Campground, and then moved to the site of the old
group picnic area, and most recently the Patron
Dinner held at the Education Pavilion.

In addition to all their time spent volunteering for
special events, they both volunteered at the visitor
center, greeting visitors and guiding visitors through
the diorama. Neil helped to oversee the publication
of CLSPIA’s newsletter, while Bobbi served a short
term as vice president and a long term as membership chair. The board could always count on Neil
and Bobbi to be there to help, to organize and give
a historical perspective in an effort to provide the
most logical and practical way to accomplish the
tasks at hand.

She started, organized and catered CLSPIA’s signature event and fundraiser, the Wildflower Brunch,
and the park’s celebration of California State Park’s
150th anniversary.
(Continued on page 5.)

(Continued on page 5.)
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(Madelene -- Continued from page 4)

(Neil and Bobbi -- Continued from page 4)

Of all of Madelene’s inspirations, which manifested
into either an event, program or structure, the
Outdoor Education Pavilion was probably the most
significant.  The idea came from a trip that Madelene
and her husband Walt took to California’s north
coast in 2004, where they saw an outdoor pavilion
in one of the state parks. Madelene knew that Clear
Lake State Park needed a similar structure. She
presented her idea to the board and her idea quickly
became a mega marathon program of negotiations,
advertising, fund raising and building that would
last almost 7 years until completion.

Bobbi and Neil also contributed to and promoted the
family atmosphere of the board by having lakeside
dinners at their home; a gathering you didn’t want
to miss.  Neil would often finish off the meal by serving his homemade ice cream and numerous delicious
toppings, which set the dessert expectations of board
members for all social/food gatherings.

As an added significant accomplishment, each and
every year of her 21 years as president she had a balanced budget. There you go, that speaks volumes!
The board wants to thank Madelene, her late husband Walt and their extended family for their friendship and for all that they have done (much of which
was not in this article) for Clear Lake State Park
Interpretive Association, Clear Lake State Park and
the people of Lake County.

Neil and Bobbi were extraordinary board members
and are good friends with a kind heart. Although
the board and the park will miss them, they have
remained volunteers and we know where they live.
Thank you for all you have done for the past 18
years.
		

By Brad Barnwell

Wildflower Brunch Cancelled, 2020
Dear Friends of Clear Lake State Park (CLSPIA),
With the ongoing threat of the Coronavirus, and in keeping with the recommendations for group
gatherings, your Board of Directors of Clear Lake State Park Interpretive Association has made
the decision to err on the side of caution, and cancel the Wildflower Brunch, annually held the
last Saturday in April.
We wanted to get the word out before we applied for the necessary permits, began our advertising campaign, and had tickets purchased online.
We regret any inconvenience this may have caused our friends and patrons who have supported
us since 1996. Mark your calendars for the last Saturday in April 2021. We will be back, better
than ever.
Until then, be safe and be cautious.
			
			

The Board of Directors
CLSPIA
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Dues are Due!
This is a friendly reminder that it’s time to renew your membership in Clear Lake State Park Interpretive Association (CLSPIA) for the year 2020. A big THANK YOU to those who have already done so, and
a reminder to pass on your membership form to an interested friend. You may renew your membership
on line at www.clearlakestatepark.org or return the form at the end of this newsletter, along with your
payment.
If you are renewing, please check your e-mail address to be sure that it is correct, since we will send the
newsletter via e-mail, and through the USPS to those for whom we have no e-mail address.
As a volunteer group, CLSPIA receives no state funds. Normally our projects are funded by membership dues, fundraisers, sales from our Visitor Center store, and ﬁrewood sales.  This year, because of the
impacts of coronovirus on the state park, our Wildflower Brunch fundraiser was cancelled, and proceeds
from firewood, quagga mussel sticker and Visitor Center store sales will all be substantially reduced.   We
can really use your help this year!
CLSPIA continues to fulﬁll our mission of education and interpretation of our beautiful State Park.  As
a CLSPIA member, whether Individual, Family, Business or Patron, you will receive our twice-a-year
newsletter, a 10% discount on items purchased at the Visitor Center store, and the assurance that you are
truly a Friend of Clear Lake State Park.  PATRON members will be invited to a delicious, catered dinner
at the Education Pavilion with a special guest speaker on a lovely autumn evening.
Thank you for your continued support. We hope you are able to safely get out and enjoy the beauty, sights
and sounds of springtime in the park, or in your neighborhood if the park becomes inaccessible.
								
INDIVIDUAL members
Kelly F. Cox
Barbara Harris
Darlene Hecomovich
Bella Kluyt
Elyse Mengle
Sandy Moura
Susan Rode
Janice Stokes
Marilyn Waits
Yvonne Walters
Vicki Winkle
FAMILY members
Bill & Roberta Beat
Cathy Dion
Donald & Margaret Eutenier
Virginia Graziani
William & Sue Groechel
Bob & Beth Keiffer
Mike & Dena Keithly

Kathy Barnwell, Membership

Susan & Roberto Lozano
Jeff & Jayne Lyon
Tom & Pam Lyon
Sheila O’Hara &
William Fredriksson
Ellie Perinoni & David House
Patrick & Janet Peterson
Kathleen & Thomas Scavone
Jim & Susanne Scholz
Chuck & Joan Sturges
Janet & Robert Swedberg
BUSINESS members
Joanne Jameson
Twin Pine Casino & Hotel
PATRON members
Bradley & Kathy Barnwell
Henry Bornstein & Gae Henry
John & Betty Brookes
Bernie & Lynn Butcher, Tallman
Hotel
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Kim & Olga Clymire
Kim & Charlie Eadie
Pam Harrington
Leanne & Jim Harvey
Myron & Marilyn Holdenreid
William & Mary Kettenhofen
Madelene Lyon
Harry & Roberta Lyons
Pam & Gary Maes
John & Vicki Maley
Pat McFarland
Sandy Moura
Tom & Val Nixon
Keith & Denise Petterson
Cameron & Sharon Reeves
Carolyn & Skip Rohner
Bob Schoenherr &
Anita Benzing
Bob & Nancy Smith
Jay T. Smith
Bobbi & Neil Towne
Sean & Jeannette Towne
Lisa & Paul Vartabedian

Board Actions
September, 2019
•

Terri Lopez (CAL) reported that the State is recruiting for a Supervising Ranger and for the position left vacant when Sabrina left.

•

The planning to re-establish a facility for Campfire Programs began in the Spring of 2016. CLSPIA
has set aside $31,000.00 to get this project moving. Our interpretive leader, Terri Lopez, has assured us she will pursue this with the appropriate State personnel.

•

Wendy Lieberg and Julie Berry worked on our first float entry for the Pear Festival this month.  
The park won second place with their float.

•

Board approved the submission to the State of a general plan for trail, directional, welcome and
flora and fauna signage in the park.

•

After 22 years leading the CLSPIA organization, Madelene Lyon submitted her resignation from
the Board effective October 1, 2019.

•

The CLSPIA board hosted an excellent Patrons Appreciation Evening at the park education pavilion on Sunday September 22. Madelene Lyon was honored for her many years leading CLSPIA as
President. A delicious dinner catered by Beth Keiffer was served, followed by a presentation on the
history of CLSP by Brad Barnwell and Bob Schoenherr.

October, 2019
•

After 17 years of service to CLSPIA, Neil and Bobbi Towne submitted their resignations from the
Board effective 10/17/19.

•

Verna Schaffer was approved as a new board member. She will be the Newsletter Chair.

•

A number of dangerous trees will be trimmed or taken down.

•

We are authorized to move the Junior Ranger equipment from the pavilion to the old concession
building in order to make the pavilion available as a meeting room and/or classroom for CLSPIA
events.

•

Camp host Deana has left the park and Phil and Pam will return in November.

•

Matt Teague was appointed as the District Superintendant for the Northern Buttes District.

November, 2019
•

Kathy Barnwell and Anita Benzing were approved as new board members. Kathy will be the Membership chair.

•

Brad will lead the First Day Hike at Clear Lake State Park January 1st at 9 a.m.

No meeting was held in December
(Continued on page 8.)
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(Board Actions -- Continued from page 7.)
January, 2020
•

The Annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count held in December at Clear Lake State Park and Anderson Marsh reported seeing 3,013 birds, 74 species at the State Park and 872 birds, 73 species at
Anderson Marsh. After eliminating duplicate species, there were 3,885 birds and 94 species seen
in the two parks. The information gathered was electronically entered into the eBird database at
Cornell University in N.Y. State and used worldwide.

•

Paul Medlin was approved as a new board member. We now have 11 board members.

•

Verna Schaffer and Bob Schoenherr will co-chair website development.

•

The board approved $10,000 for the trail signage project and $2,100 for the purchase of trail cameras.

•

Brad reported that 35 hikers participated in the CLSP First Day Hike.

•

Julie reported that our insurance will cover hikes if CLSPIA decides to sponsor nature hikes this
year.

•

Before ordering merchandise for the Visitor Center store, we are awaiting action from the District
regarding the opening and operation of the center/store.

February, 2020
•

The proposed 2020 budget for CLSPIA was presented and approved, including a total of $31,000 set
aside for the new Campfire Site Facility.

•

Wildlife cameras have been mounted throughout the park and we will be posting wildlife lists and
photos/videos on our website and Facebook pages in the near future.

•

The Visitor Center had sales of more than $200 from a school group visit February 12, 2020.

•

The Board plans to begin docent led park hikes again. Check the CLSPIA website and our Facebook page for more information.

•

Trevor and Michelle Irace welcomed their new son Cameron this month. Trevor will be out on maternity leave and the park will be staffed with Rangers from the District.

•

54 members have renewed their membership for 2020, including 26 patrons. A reminder to renew
your membership will be included in the Spring newsletter.

State Park Staffing changes:
Over the last several months, many staff changes have occurred at the Park, including:
•

Victoria Fry is now working in the Park’s office as an Office Assistant.

•

Darin Connor left in August to join Bill Salata in the North Coast Redwoods District.

•

Sabrina Buis returned to Northern Buttes District last summer.
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Bob Schoenherr --

New CLSPIA Board Members

Born and raised in the Dakotas for 11 years by two loving parents and then moving to New Mexico for
his high school and University days gave Bob a broad view of cultures and an appreciation of the natural
living dynamic planet we occupy.  Accepting jobs after college in Southern California and then finally in
Northern California, completed the circle of the midwest, southwest and west coast environments. His love
for adventures on foot, clipped into bicycle pedals, or via boat-car-train-and plane always lead him to new
adventures documented by his camera, a passion he acquired while at New Mexico State University.
Bob’s professional career includes 30+ years of teaching and coaching grades 4 through university. In
Lake County he worked at Konocti Unified, Middletown Unified and Yuba College.  He spent his final 15
years before retirement as a developer of the global program, Cisco networking Academy, a program that
has educated over 4 million students worldwide on the use of Information Technology careers. One of
his proudest times in education was producing the Every Fifteen Minutes ( a program designed by CHP,
OTS, and DOT to help stop teenage drunk driving) videos for all the high schools in Lake County.
Bob met Anita via a website. He faced rejection at first, (due to a trip she had scheduled to see gray whales
in Mexico. The whales won out), and his job took him to Canada at the same time. Three months later
they met and the rest has been fabulous ever since with the two of
them now together living in Lake County.
Always wanting to help others, Bob can be seen on the State Park
trails with camera in hand or with Anita and Apple (Their Cool Dog)
observing the many wonders the park and nature have to offer.

Anita Benzing -While raising her family in Florida, Anita’s professional life included
being an Escrow Officer of a Title Company, and co-owner of a communications corporation with offices in 7 states.
Her son and his family settled in Northern California. So, after having lived in Florida almost 40 years
and growing up in Georgia, Northern California proved to be new and exciting. She has always enjoyed
nature and the outdoors, as well as Zumba. An avid animal lover, in addition to the usual domestic pets,
dogs, cats, and Clydesdales that she had, most of her homes were constantly surrounded with Manatees,
Bottlenose Dolphins, and a huge variety of birds. Subsequently, in California she did volunteer work
and also worked part-time at animal shelters, and a veterinarian office -- anything that kept her in close
proximity with animals.
Meeting Bob, she discovered that they shared and enjoyed common interests such as hiking, kayaking
and boating. And then, he introduced her to autocross. She quickly realized another trait about herself,
competitiveness. Not sure where that came from, but thanks to Bob, autocross became quite the passion. Over the years they continued their life together, so much so that it brought her to Lake County,
permanently, in 2014.
At this stage of her life, Anita likes to say “Georgia was my childhood, Florida my adulthood, and now
California is my funhood!”
(New Board Members - continued on page 10.)
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(New Board Members -- Continued from page 9.)

Kathy Barnwell -I was born in 1950 in Torrance, California. I grew up in Southern California, but
left that area in 1968 for Humboldt State, never intending to return! In 1969 my
family moved to Anchorage, Alaska, and I spent college summers and holidays
enjoying the amazing beauty of that state. I met Brad at Humboldt in 1969. Upon
graduating in 1972, I got my first job in Portland, Oregon.  Brad moved to Oregon
in 1973, and we were married in 1974.
After Brad joined the U.S. Coast Guard in 1975, we lived in Cheboygan, MI for
a year, went to Southern California for 3 years, and back to Muskegon, MI for a
year. After Brad left the military in 1980, we spent a summer in Gunnison, Colorado. We then moved back to Arcata, California for a few years before settling in
Lakeport in 1982.
Due to our many travels, I enjoyed several different professions over the years –
but once we settled here, I became a probate paralegal and worked for attorneys
and the Superior Court for about 19 years. In 2001 I changed directions and began
working in the Lake County Administrative Office, where I became an analyst and
worked on budgets and redevelopment and grant funded projects.  I finished my last grant project in 2019 and I am
now fully retired.
I have always enjoyed the outdoors, and love the lake, birds, parks and natural resources here in Lake County.

Verna Schaffer –
I was born and raised in San Mateo. I met my husband in college; we both went to Cal and then graduated from the
University of Utah. After graduation my husband and I lived for many years in Portola Valley where we raised our
three children. I was active being a ‘soccer mom’ and also dancing in little theater. I was an ardent tennis player,
back-packer, skier and sailor.
When I moved to Kauai, I started a computer consulting business, focusing on a business
clientele and setting up all the school computer labs on the island with Apple equipment. After 20 years I moved back to California, settling in Lakeport where my family
established a little vacation home since 1955.
I am now semi-retired and I love living on the lake, boating, kayaking and watching
the amazing wildlife. To keep my hand in teaching I volunteer two days a week in a
third-grade classroom that my son teaches. I feel very lucky to be involved with my
children and their children. I have enjoyed doing the CLSPIA newsletter and website
for several years.

Paul Medlin
Born and raised in California, I call San Andreas, Calaveras County, my hometown. I’m married with two children and four grandchildren. I graduated from Humphreys Business College, Stockton, Ca, with a BS in Computer Science.
During the summer months of my college years I was a Fire Fighter for the US Forest
Service in the Stanislaus National Forest and then a Park Aide for Sacramento County
at Rancho Seco Park. I had a great twenty-two-year career as a Nursing Home Administrator. Most of my time was in Lakeport, also Ukiah.
I am currently involved in the ministry at Grace Church of Kelseyville and Gideons
International Lakeport Camp. I am also a volunteer Lookout for Forest Fire Lookout
Association Central California Western Region – Konocti Tower.
I enjoy hiking/walking, fishing, golfing, kayaking, gardening, reading, and flying kites.
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The Clear Lake Maintenance Staff Accomplishments
Fiscal year 2018-2019 projects.

We accomplished many projects, the largest being the main waterline. This project took more than five years to plan, develop and
finish. The old waterline required constant maintenance and was
using 430,923 gallons of water per month in February 2018, and
after the repair/replacement the park only used 54,582 gallons of
water for February 2019, a savings of 376,341 gallons of water,
and a significant savings in taxpayer money.
The Fish cleaning station sewer line needed to be re-lined. Before
the re-lining of the pipe from the cleaning station to the lift station,
large amounts of fish waste would be caught in the old pipes and
cause blockages and backups. Clearing the blockages cost the park
on average $13,000 per year in fees to the plumbing company.
The staff kept busy with regular operations such as keeping the
grounds in excellent condition and assisting the tree company with the removal of many hazardous trees that fell
or became a hazard due to the storms. One of the most challenging removals was the huge willow tree that partially
blocked a portion of the boardwalk near the foot bridge, which forced you to walk under or shimmy around the tree
to stay on the boardwalk. It is now safe and accessible.
Additionally, park staff got the campgrounds back in shape after the
storms and flooding.   Projects included cleaning up debris, repairing campsites and trails, painting restrooms and replacing water
heaters. There were also the regular duties of cleaning restrooms,
general maintenance, mowing, weed-eating, trash pickup and triming
the trees along the road ways. The staff was helped by camp hosts
Pam and Phil, who were able to keep the roadways blown off and the
roads clean. Finally a more noticeable project was the re-striping of
the parking lots.

Upcoming Projects for Fiscal year 2019-2020

California State Parks has been going through a transformation,
which is a reorganization of the way we manage our parks. Clear Lake
State Park lost a Sector Superintendent, but gained a Maintenance Mechanic position and a Park Maintenance
Assistant for Anderson Marsh. With these two additonal maintenance positions, we’ll be able to accomplish more
at both park units.
We have a lot of projects planned for Clear Lake State Park in 2020. One involves working with CLSPIA and the
District Trail Crew to update and repair the trails and install new park benches. We are also hoping to install two
electric car charging stations, update the boat charging stations and replace the old electrical panels at the Visitor
Center, kiosk and maintenance shop. We have a contract ready to go for bat exclusion at the Visitor Center. We also
will be making plans to install token machines at the showers instead of using quarters. The tokens will highlight
different animals that live in the park. The visitors will hopefully enjoy the tokens as park souvenirs. We also have
a lot of projects and catch up work to do at Anderson Marsh.
As the Park Maintenance Chief, I am grateful to the dedicated staff at Clear Lake State Park for their work during
the challenges of fires, floods and the park’s transformation.  They take pride in their effort to provide a clean, safe
and accessible recreation experience for everyone.
Special thanks to: Heidi Cantrall, Patrick Daly, Ramon Flores, the Maintenace Parks Aids, the Visitor Service staff,  
Park Ranger Trevor Irace and District staff for their support.
Wendy Lieberg,
Park Maintenance Chief
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Clear Lake Maintenance
Why do some projects take so long to complete?

The waterline replacement project was the most extensive recent project completed in 2019. This project
began in 2014, and was completed November, 2019. Why did it take so long? The following is a description of the process we must go through for our projects.
I first filled out a Project Evaluation Form (PEF), which is required by CEQA (California Environmental
Quality Act). This requires maps, specific scopes of work, and why the project is needed. Other disciplines within the department or at the district office in Northern Buttes must approve and/or give recommendations on how the project should be conducted to protect resources. Environmental Scientist Trish
Ladd is asked to review whether the project would disturb any protected species.
Cultural considerations are taken care of by our archeologist Brian Walsh; he lets us know if there
are any known native artifacts or sensitive sites in the project footprint, and provides monitors for the
project where digging or trenching is needed. If we find any artifacts, bones, arrowheads, etc., we stop
digging and either have to abandon the project or think of another way to accomplish it without further
disturbance of the site. Native American consultation is required before the project is approved, along
with many other project specific items that need review and/or permitting.
Once the PEF was reviewed and approved by the District and we had all the permits and approval from
the specialists, the last and often the most difficult step is funding. We first got bids to get an idea of the
total project cost. Our water line bids came in at about 1 million dollars. After receiving the estimates,
we submitted the project to Head Quarters (HQ) in Sacramento by placing it in our Park Infrastructure
Database (PID). HQ reviews the PIDS from all the parks within the State park system and approves
funding.
After funding was approved, the project went through the contracting bid process, which is extensive
and time consuming. Once we had a list of contractors, we had an onsite consultation to discuss specifics of the project.  Bids from qualified approved contractors were reviewed at the district, and the chosen
contractor was then approved by the Department of General Services (DGS). After all permits, approvals, funding and contractor approval, we were able to start work.
Our water usage in February 2018 was 430,923 gallons per month; the usage for February 2019 was
54,582 gallons for the month. Heidi Cantrall, Maintenance Worker 1, managed the project daily, while
Clear Lake Maintenance Staff member, Patrick Daly, and Maintenance Park aides took care of daily
routines, keeping the park clean and safe for visitors. This is a great example of how Parks Maintenance
is taking care of our resources, and at the same time protecting our natural and cultural assets. This
approach enhances recreational and camping facilities as well as preserving the park for future generations. The Park staff looks forward to completing and sharing more projects for 2020.
							

Wendy Lieberg, Park Maintenance Chief
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Note: If you are reading Clear Lake State Park Horizons for the first time and find the goals and activities interesting enough
to pursue further, we would welcome your inquiry into becoming a volunteer docent. It really is lots of fun, as well as highly
educational. If you are interested, please call the Ranger’s office at 279–2267.

Interpretive Association
5300 Soda Bay Road
Kelseyville, CA 95451
Clear Lake State Park

2020 CLSPIA Membership Form
Clear Lake State park Interpretive Association (CLSPIA)
NAME__________________________________________________________________ PHONE _ ________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________

E-MAIL ________________________________

*ANNUAL CLSPIA MEMBERSHIP FEES for 2020 (Please check those that apply)

[ ] Individual ($10) [ ] Family ($18) [ ] Business ($50) [ ] Patron ($100) [ ] Contribution [ ] Gift Membership (for another)

PAYMENT (Please check one): [ ] Check [ ] VISA Card [ ] Master Card or online at www.clearlakestatepark.org
CARD #_______________________________________________________
EXPIRATION DATE ________________________________
SIGNATURE (if using credit card) _ _____________________________________________________________________________________
INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING at the PARK? (Please check any and all)

[ ] Park Newsletter

[ ] Board of Directors

[ ] Wildflower Brunch

[ ] Special Events

Clip and Mail to -- CLSPIA -- 5300 Soda Bay Road, Kelseyville, CA 95451
* MEMBERSHIP CARD ENTITLES MEMBER TO 10% DISCOUNT ON VISITOR ITEMS.
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