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150th Anniversary of California State Parks
There is nothing so American as our parks or, as Franklin Delano Roosevelt once said, “the fundamental
idea behind parks is that the country belongs to the people”.
In 2014, California State Parks will commemorate our 150th Anniversary. On June 30th, 1864, in the
midst of the Civil War, President Lincoln signed the Yosemite Grant Act protecting Yosemite Valley
and the Mariposa Grove and ceding them to the State of California as the nation’s first State Park. This
landmark act, the first instance of park land being set aside specifically for preservation and public use
by action of the federal government, created a legacy for California and our nation.
Some of the first California State Parks to be established are:
• 1866 Yosemite Valley and Mariposa Big Tree Grove
• 1890 The Marshall Monument (1st Historical State Park)
• 1902 The California Redwood Park at Big Basin
By 1928, seventeen parks and 15 full-time employees were incorporated into the newly established Division of Parks. Since establishing these first parks, California State Parks has grown to be the largest
state park system in the United States, drawing almost 70 million visitors annually.
The theme of the Anniversary is “A gift from the people to the people”.

The Beginnings of Clear Lake State Park
Your State Park, Clear Lake State Park, had its beginning in the minds of some of its early residents. Lake County
pioneer, Lewis Henderson, tried to persuade the County of Lake to buy lands near Soda Bay on the edge of Clear
Lake to no avail. Several years later Fred Dorn and his wife Nellie Dorn took action that over time resulted in the
establishment of Clear Lake State Park in 1948. CLSPIA and the Park’s many friends and staff celebrated the 50th
anniversary of this Lake County area becoming a California State Park on May 16 and 17, 1998. With two days of
free Park admissions and many special events including nature hikes,
Native American displays and activities, sailing activities, history
and picture events, Native American dancers, and a Garth Gilchrist
presentation of “John Muir” following a BBQ dinner, it was a “Bang
up” celebration for a beautiful and much loved park.

To make your reservation for the Wildflower Brunch,
call Madelene Lyon at (707) 279-4395 or go to the CLSPIA web site at www.clearlakestatepark.org
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A Message from Madelene
It is amazing that we have had State
Parks here in California for 150
years, isn’t it? The history of Clear
Lake State Park doesn’t go back that
far, but thanks to Fred and Nellie
Dorn, we’ve been able to enjoy it since
1948.
In celebration of this big 150th anniversary, each supporting association
has been asked to commemorate it
in some way. Clear Lake State Park
Cooperating Association is planning to create and install a quilt
square to be painted on an 8 foot by 8 foot wooden square and
installed on the south wall of the office building at the entrance
kiosk. It will be a part of the Lake County Quilt Trail which is
familiar to many of our ‘locals’. The square should be up by the
end of May! Watch for it!
In early September, we will be having a ‘birthday party’ to celebrate
our part of the history of California State Parks. The plans for the
event are not finalized yet --- stay tuned!
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We are in need of volunteers and board members in order to accomplish all we plan to do. It’s very rewarding and very much fun
to work in the visitor center, help with school group tours and flip
omelets! The board members work hard but have lots of fun doing
it. Let me know if you’re interested in volunteering or becoming a
board member! We’d be very happy to hear from you.
				
Madelene
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Spring and the aroma of freshly cooked omelets are coming to
Lake County and Clear Lake State Park. For the 19th year,
CLSPIA will present the Wildflower Brunch. This year the date is April 26th.
Serving from 9a.m. until 12 noon, Board members will be cooking those wonderful omelets with all the yummy fillings that each guest chooses. Orange juice, coffee and fresh fruit and pastries will complete each guest’s meal.
As is the custom, the Wildflower Brunch will be centered about the Park Pavilion. Picnic tables will be covered
and ready for guests. David Neft will be back to fill the clear air and sunshine with musical favorites. (He does
like to play requests.)
During the Brunch, the Visitor Center will be open and will have new merchandise on racks and shelves to interest shoppers. Of course all the nature and habitat exhibits will be open
for visitors’ enjoyment.
This year, Kelseyville resident Lyle Madeson, wildlife and bird photographer, will present wonderful photos along with his wildlife adventures, in
the Visitor Center auditorium at 10.00 a.m.
Be sure to put this joyful event on your calendar. The price is $17.50, presale,
$20.00 at the Brunch. Contact us at Information@ClearLakeStatePark.org
or purchase your tickets online at www.clearlakestatepark.org. You
can also make reservations by calling 707-279-4395.
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April 2014, Superintendent Report
Without volunteers, California State Parks at Clear Lake would not be able
to operate as efficiently and have the interpretive/educational programs
offered as we do. I would like to list just a few of the events and activities
that our volunteers have been working hard at.
Trained State Park Docents are leading a nature hike every 3rd Saturday
of the month at Clear Lake State Park for the remainder of the 2014 year.
They started with beautiful weather in March leading us into what we hope
will be a busy spring and summer.
Clear Lake State Park Interpretive Association is putting on a summer Discovery Series. These are
lectures in our Visitor Center that will take place once a month. The first was in March and they will
continue through September.
Many of our docents here at Clear Lake State Park are CLSPIA members and volunteer hundreds of
hours in the Visitor Center in the summer.
Clear Lake State Park Interpretive Association is hosting a fundraiser on April 26, the annual Wildflower Brunch. There will be a guest speaker present at the visitor center, there will be live music,
several educational booths, and of course, the tasty CLSPIA omelets.
CLSPIA will also be holding an event on September 6, 2014 at Clear Lake State Park for State Parks
150th anniversary. A quilt will be displayed at the Clear Lake State Park entrance. The quilt is part of
the Lake County Quilt Trail to commemorate the parks 150th anniversary. We are all looking forward
to the anniversary celebration.
CLSPIA Members also have a booth at the Kelseyville annual pear festival promoting the park, interpretive programming, and the Clear Lake State Park Interpretive Association.
Many thanks to our hard-working volunteers.

Time to Pay Our Dues
Whether it is trees in the Park or membership dues, it is renewal time. A walk in the Park allows us to discover
that new buds are forming, the buds that promise new leaves and the glorious shade of summer. CLSPIA dues
promise new support for activities and exhibits in the Park.
Please take a look at the current membership list. If you find your name, we want to extend a big thank you. If
not, now is the time.
This year promises to be one to be associated with the Park. We will be celebrating the 150th Anniversary of
California State Parks. The CLSPIA-built structure known as the Education Pavilion is awaiting spring and
summer activities such as school group visits and Jr. Rangers. Certainly the structure enhances our most important goals: facilitation of interpretation of Park natural areas and promotion of the environmental ethic in
our community.
We do need your help! We are hoping to enlarge CLSPIA membership this year. To do this, we are asking you
to renew your membership and also to recruit at least one new member. The personal benefits are many. Not
only will membership bring you a feeling of doing something good for the community
but all members receive a 10% discount at the Visitor Center store and our newsletter,
Clear Lake Horizons.
Thank you for supporting our wonder-filled Clear Lake State Park.
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Spring is Returning to the Park
Winter is a quiet time in the Park. The Park populations of deer, fox, skunk, squirrel, mink, raccoon, opossum,
and many other woodland animals seem to enjoy the freedom of their space and are more visible to those who
walk quietly on Park paths and trails. This issue of the Newsletter is dedicated to some of the land’s oldest
inhabitants.

The Wood Duck
The wood duck drake is considered by many bird watchers to be North America’s most colorful waterfowl species.
Its scientific name is Aix sponsa which translates as “water bird in bridal dress”. Writings from the early 19th
century indicate that wood ducks were abundant in the United States. By the 1880’s the wood duck population
had declined to alarmingly low levels.
Thanks to the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, wood duck populations began
to recover. These acts regulated hunting and established some measures to protect habitat. The artificial wood duck nesting box was developed in the 1930’s.
We, at the Park, can thank Eugene Rentsch and Ducks Unlimited for the wood
duck boxes in Park trees.
Wood Ducks live near fresh water that is surrounded by trees and are found
across much of the U.S. The drakes and hens form pair bonds by late winter.
Adult-preferred foods include acorns, berries, duckweed, sedges, and wild grapes.
Ducklings depend on small invertebrates such as mayfly and dragonfly nymphs for the first two weeks of life.
The hens nest in tree cavities or nesting boxes both of which are present in Park trees. Average clutch sizes are
9 to 12 eggs which are laid one per day. The incubation period is 28 to 37 days. Ducklings remain in the nest
for 24 hours before the mother calls them out. They then jump to the ground. The hen stays with her brood
until they can fly. The mortality rate for ducklings is very high, up to 75% since they are prey for many small
woodland animals. Though the wood duck is very colorful, it is also quite shy. They are most likely seen in the
fall or spring near Cole Creek and Kelsey Creek Slough.

Bats: Beasts or Beauties.
Bats are wondrous little creatures that help protect our environment. Their beauty includes
having very delicate wings that have our hand structure, and large eyes and ears that have echolocation abilities. Bats also have the largest brains, proportionate to their size, of all mammals. They form colonies and have
social, communication and group skills that many humans lack.
Bats do not bite. About 25% of bat species are nectar/pollen feeders and they pollinate and disperse seeds of many
plants. Some 70% of bat species are insect eaters. They protect crops by helping to rid orchards of insect pests.
Farmers are beginning to build bat houses in their fields using bats instead of harmful sprays.
Lake County houses 13 species of bats in a large bat house near the Park Visitor Center over 10 years ago. It is
the summer home of many bats.

Mountain Lions and Bobcats
Mountain lions are also known as cougars, panthers or pumas, the largest of the North American cats. Adult
males can grow to a nose-to-tail length of eight feet weighing up to 150 pounds.
Females are somewhat smaller. They generally follow deer populations and since
Lake County has a generous deer count, we also have mountain lions. Although
there have been reports of occasional mountain lion sightings in or near the Park,
the frequency is probably no more often than in the surrounding rural areas of
Lake County.
If you should encounter one, you should give it a chance to escape and not approach it, especially if it is feeding or it has young nearby. Please report any
Park sighting or encounters to a Park Ranger.
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Birding in the Park

Over 250 species of birds have been sighted in Lake County. Each year, additional species are added
as more birders practice their sport in the county. By inland standards, Lake County is considered to
have a high number of species, and due to its diversity of habitats, the Park is one of the best birding
areas. As many as 100 species have been found within the Park boundaries on count days.
The following are some excellent locations in the Park for finding a variety of species:
•

•

•

The periphery of the group picnic area -- Wood peckers, quail.
warblers, and other songbirds can be sighted. Osprey nest in
this area. Green Herons and Great Blue Herons frequent this
area. Common Yellowthroat, Marsh Wren, Yellow Headed
Blackbirds, and Pacific Slope Flycatcher can be sighted in the
spring and summer.
Old Kelsey Creek Slough -- a perfect place to view waterfowl
and Herons such as the Green, Great Blue and Black Crowned
Night Herons. A variety of sparrows are found along the riverine undergrowth including Song,
Lincolns, Fox, White Crowned and Golden Crowned Sparrows. Winter Wrens and Berwicks Wrens
can be seen and heard in this area.
Bayview Campground -- Warblers by day, and by night, Great Horned and Screech Owls.

Bird species differ by season, but a number of birds are residents all year long. Birding in the Park can
be a rewarding experience. A number of guided nature walks are available during the year and you
can add much to your birding pleasure and knowledge. These walks are designed for both novice and
experienced birders. Residents and visitors can call the Park office for dates and times of bird walks.
Cliff Johnson, Ph.D.

Largemouth Bass
The Largemouth Black Bass, particularly the Florida strain, has made Clear Lake famous as possibly
the premier bass lake of North America … certainly the most impressive bass fishing west of the Mississippi. Many of our campers have been attracted by the bass fishing here.
The Largemouth Bass is not a native but an introduced species.
It is also not a bass but a member of the sunfish family which also
includes Crappie and Bluegill.
As they gain size and weight after hatching, bass begin to feed on
small fish, frogs, and other aquatic life. The larger bass can even
feed on young water birds such as ducks.
At first, eastern U.S. strains of Largemouth Bass were stocked, but later, the Florida strain was introduced and has hybridized. The world record for a Florida strain is 22 lbs. but the California record is
just shy of 21 lbs.
Almost any weekend, even through much of the winter, bass boats can be seen thundering across the
lake. Who knows, the next world record Largemouth Bass could be taken out of highly productive
Clear Lake.

5

The Geology Makes Lake County Special
Geology is the scientific study of the origin, history, and structure of the earth.
Within the approximate 600 acres of Clear Lake State Park there is a wonderful sampling of the exciting geological features of northern California, the coastal range and specifically Lake County. Lake
County is a unique area for observing and experiencing the earth’s forces first hand. The Clear Lake
State Park Visitor Center geologic exhibit contains samples of some of the rocks (sedimentary, igneous,
and metamorphic) that make up our land. There is also a schematic drawing of Mt. Konocti.
The Costal Range is relatively new geologically. For many years the Costal Range was a total mystery
for many geologists. There are still many unsolved mysteries. The Costal Range was created by subduction of plates of the earth’s crust beginning slowly about 200 million years ago. About 20 million
years ago, the Lake County area was ocean sediment that was actively being thrust up and sheared
off by subduction of a heavier oceanic plate under another plate until our area began to be above sea
level. Our area became part of the continental plate. You will notice that where you see sedimentary
layers of rock, the layers are not horizontal, but are at an angle; even some are vertical. During the
same period, starting about 200 million years ago, the Sierra Nevada range was beginning to be formed
by violent volcanic activity.
The uplifting was nearly complete by about 2.5 million years ago. During the time between 200 million
years ago and 2.5 million years ago, not only was the Costal Range being created, but also the whole
Sacramento Valley was lifted above sea level.
The San Andreas Fault progressed northward and reached the latitude of the Lake County area about
3 million years ago. A splay of the San Andreas Fault created the rift area we now call Clear Lake.
The reason that Clear Lake has lasted for 2 to 2.5 million years is that it was created by what is called
a trap door fault. The northeast edge, roughly just off what is now Highway 20, is subsiding and the
southwest portion is rising.
Since Clear Lake is primarily fed by run-off from surrounding land, there is a lot of sediment that flows
into the lake. The bed of the lake is lowering at about the same rate as the amount of sediment entering the lake. An example of the trap door fault effect is that the stream that enters Clear Lake in the
Clear Lake State Park, originally entered the lake about 5 to 6 miles south at the edge of what is now
known as Big Valley. Big Valley, including the towns of Lakeport and Kelseyville, was at one time a
part of Clear Lake. It is believed that there is well over 1,000 feet of sediment under the lake.
In the Clear Lake State Park, the hill that is a dominate feature on the right side of the road as you
follow the road from the entrance to the swimming area is a volcanic flow. You will notice huge jagged
rocks at the base of the flow. When the flow was cooling it moved like a giant crawler tractor tread.
The center of the flow was still hot and the upper surface was cooling. On the face of the flow, the cooling portion of lava would crack into large sections and fall off. These can be observed still lying at the
base of the flow. Both the Dorn Trail and the Indian Nature Trail ascend this volcanic flow.
D.A.Butts
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Board Actions
October2013
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Welcomed Wendy Lieberg as new maintenance chief.
Congratulated Aaron Wright on his new position of Ranger Supervisor.
Learned that Kelsey Creek campground is being resurfaced.
Noted that a volunteer appreciation potluck would be held Oct. 13 at 1pm.
Noted that the Camp Store was closed for the season.
Learned that Patron Dinner invitations had been mailed.
Decided to purchase a “Lake County Quilt Trail” piece at $500.00.
Quilt will commemorate State Parks 150th Anniversary.
Noted that Geri Groody and Annette Higday would assist with quilt piece design.

November 2013
•
•
•
•
•
•

A quorum was not present.
Noted that new “Now Entering Clear Lake State Park” sign will be placed on Soda Bay Road.
Noted that the current Newsletter had been mailed to all members.
Approved the quilt design honoring Parks 150th Anniversary.
Will explore possibilities for new Board membership.
Will soon discuss Parks Anniversary Celebration activities.

December 2013
•
•
•
•

Learned that Park Seasonal Staff budget has been cut 40%.
Noted that CLSPIA will support an interpretive aide position 120 hours in the summer season and 64 hours in March
and April.
Voted to donate 81 children’s tee shirts to the Kelseyville Food Pantry for distribution.
Noted that Julie Berry will create a CLSPIA page for the website.

January 2014
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Learned that Kendall Wilson will join the Park Staff when his training is complete.
Noted that the tentative schedule & responsibilities for the prospective interpretive aide position have been developed.
Learned that Ranger Jenny is presently attending the academy for training.
Discussed the State Park Anniversary Celebration.
Are considering the weekend of June 21-22 for the Park’s Anniversary Celebration.
Discussed Board membership
Received a letter of resignation from Burl McDaniel.
Happily accepted the restructured CLSPIA website page as presented by Stephen.

February 2014
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Noted that a Park water plan is being developed due to the drought.
A training meeting for walk leaders will be held on Feb. 16, 2014.
Learned that CLSPIA had received $200.00 for merchandise sold at the camp store.
Decided to hold Park Anniversary Celebration and quilt dedication in late summer.
Discussed the idea of establishing a lower cost fee for local residents who often walk in the Park.
Decided on wording for the Quilt plaque ... BEAR PAW Presented by CLSPIA in honor of 150 years of California State
Parks.
Thanked Cathy Hall for her time and dedication as she resigns from the Board.
Noted that Neil and Madelene will schedule Visitor Center speakers.

March 2014
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Received District approval for the quilt square and it’s placement.
Noted that Nature Trail training was given by Ranger Ayala.
Learned that there are hike outlines for each trail.
Noted that hikes will take place on the 3rd Sat. of each month through January 1st.
Learned that a controlled burn will take place in front area of Park.
Noted Brads presentation “Right Before Your Eyes and Never Seen”, on April 15.
Learned of business changes at V.C. shop.
Noted that the quilt square would be painted in early May.
Learned that 3rd Saturday talks would resume in May following the Brunch talk.
Learned that David Neft would entertain at Brunch for $100.00.
Noted that State Advocacy Day would be held May 9th in Sacramento.
Deferred next Board meeting until April 9, 2014.
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Note: If you are reading Clear Lake State Park Horizons for the first time and find the goals and activities interesting enough
to pursue further, we would welcome your inquiry into becoming a volunteer docent. It really is lots of fun, as well as highly
educational. If you are interested, please call the Ranger’s office at 279–2267.

Interpretive Association
5300 Soda Bay Road
Kelseyville, CA 95451
Clear Lake State Park

2014 CLSPIA Membership Form
Clear Lake State park Interpretive Association (CLSPIA)
NAME__________________________________________________________________ PHONE _ ________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________
*ANNUAL CLSPIA MEMBERSHIP FEES for 2014 (Please check those that apply)

[ ] Individual ($10) [ ] Family ($18)

[ ] Business ($50)

E-MAIL ________________________________

[ ] Patron ($100)

PAYMENT (Please check one): [ ] Check [ ] VISA Card
CARD #_______________________________________________________

[ ] Gift Membership for another

[ ] Master Card
EXPIRATION DATE ________________________________

SIGNATURE (if using credit card) _ _____________________________________________________________________________________
INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING at the PARK? (Please check any and all)

[ ] Visitor Center Docent
[ ] Board of Directors

[ ] Park Newsletter
[ ] Guiding Nature Hikes

[ ] Maintenance; grounds cleanup
[ ] Other (Please tell us; use back of form.)		

Clip and Mail to -- CLSPIA -- 5300 Soda Bay Road, Kelseyville, CA 95451
* MEMBERSHIP CARD ENTITLES MEMBER TO 10% DISCOUNT ON VISITOR ITEMS.

