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It’s Spring and They’re Back
The “Park Osprey Pair” arrived in the park mid February and the nest remodeling started right after
the pair got reacquainted. A little later in March or the
first part of April the female will lay her 2 to 4 eggs and
she will incubate them for 34 to 40 days. During this incubation period the male will bring food to the female. After the young hatch they will be ready to fly on their own
after 49 to 56 days. This photo is of a young Clear Lake
State Park Osprey who had just fledged and was out doing
some solo flying. This particular Osprey was born in the
summer of 2015 and migrated south where he/she will
remain until 2017 or possibly 2018. Hopefully this Osprey
will return to Lake County to find a mate and start a family of his/her own.

Volunteering for California State Parks
The valued services from volunteers in the California State Park system dates back to the mid 1860’s. For over
150 years, volunteers have been essential contributors to the successful operations of our state parks. Volunteers
provide much needed help with maintenance, educational programs, and operational support. They help increase
public support for state parks and enhance the public’s experience by preserving and protecting the state park
grounds and structures as well as provide and enhance services such as interpretation, educational programs,
school groups, living history, nature walks, trail and ground maintenance, beach cleanup, special events, fundraising and much more!
Anderson Marsh Interpretive Association (AMIA) has been monumental and key in keeping Anderson Marsh State
Historic Park not only open to the public but up and running with visitor activities. They offer monthly programs
such as Ranch House tours and nature walks, special events, and field trips to hundreds of students in the community each year.
Clear Lake State Park Interpretive Association (CLSPIA) runs a gift shop in the Visitor Center. The Visitor Center
is staffed during summer season with volunteers and thanks to their help we are able to open the Visitor Center
to the public on the weekends and holidays. At Clear Lake State Park, volunteers lead nature walks, lecture
talks, help with Jr. Ranger programs and school groups, live in park Camp Hosts, and help with special events
throughout the year.
To become a volunteer for state parks please contact our sector office at Clear Lake State Park at 5300 Soda Bay
Road in Kelseyville or call 707-279-2267.
“Those who contemplate the beauty of the earth find reserves of strength that will endure as long as life lasts.”
-Rachel Carson

A Message from Madelene
It’s time to get ready to enjoy the
delicious made-to-order omelets
that the Clear Lake State Park
Interpretive Association offers at
the annual Wildflower Brunch.
The event is planned for Saturday,
April 30, 2016, with brunch being
served from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. If
you’ve attended this event before,
you’ll remember that there are 12
different fillings to choose for your
cooked-to-order omelet, an enticing
selection of pastries and an array of fresh fruits in addition
to orange juice and coffee.
This major fundraiser for CLSPIA has been a tradition since
1996, with all funds raised going toward enhancing the Park.
Education and Interpretation are a major part of our program,
and the building of the Education Pavilion was all financed
through the fundraising efforts of CLSPIA. Many other projects have come into being in the Park through the years, and
now there is a new one taking shape. Plans are in the ‘works’
for a new Campfire Center to be built just south-east of the
Pavilion. The board of CLSPIA is excited to be starting on
this new project!
There will be about seven stoves going to cook the omelets
and several ‘celebrity chefs’ to man the stoves. There is talk
that there might be some heated competition among some of
the ‘chefs’ to see who might make the best-tasting and bestlooking omelets. Congressman Mike and Jan Thompson and
Brad Onorato are going to be part of the chef line-up.
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David Neft will again be entertaining us with his amazing selection of piano tunes during the Brunch. He welcomes requests and
never disappoints!
Plan on coming out to Clear Lake State Park on Saturday, April
30, 2016 to enjoy the beautiful surroundings while savoring a
plump omelet and decadent pastry along with fruit, orange juice
and coffee. The visitor center will be open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
that day with lots of new things to see and buy. Reservations
are requested; tickets are $20.00 at www.clearlakestatepark.org
or 707 279 4395.
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Superintendent Report
This spring has brought us some of the best fishing I have seen in 30 years.
I have seen thousands of Crappie caught in Kelsey Slough. I have the opportunity to recreate in the park I love so much and am fortunate enough
to manage. I have been enjoying spending Sunday fishing alongside our
park visitors and often find myself floating in my float tube watching fish
after fish being hauled up the bank. I especially get caught up watching
the children casting their jigs below a bobber, giggling as they reel in a
Crappie. I hope you find the time to walk the slough and bring out a child
to share in this experience.
As a park manager, I am being tasked with the business aspects of our
parks here in Lake County. We are looking at transformation and change state-wide -- change for the
future of State Parks. Locally, we are feeling the pressure of limited staffing. We recently lost a cadet
in the police academy and will try to re-fly a lateral Ranger position statewide again. We will also be
flying a Supervising Ranger position within the next month. I am trying my best to fill positions. I
anticipate that with Service Based Budgeting, we will see a bump in the budget and relief in additional
personnel after years of cuts. We expect this to reflect the actual costs of operating State Parks. I hope
you can visit the transformation website. You can provide input into this process.
The Administration assembled a Transformation Team (Team) in the fall of 2014 with the appointment
of the Transformation Team leader, Steve Szalay. The Team, comprised of qualified experienced and
dedicated personnel from State Parks staff, outside entities and professional consultants, developed
a tactical Transformation Action Plan. The plan set forth four strategic goals for the state parks system:
1. Protect and Enhance Natural and Cultural Resources
2. Develop Excellent Management Systems
3. Maintain High Quality Operations and Public Service
4. Create Meaningful Connections and Relevancy to People
Employees, partners, volunteers, engaged communities and Team members together are bringing about
transformation. We invite you to read the documents, share your feedback with us and keep visiting
this website. You can also stay up-to-date on this important effort by following us on “Transformation
Tuesdays” on Facebook and Twitter, or by reading our blog.
This is an exciting time for California State Parks and we invite you to be part of it. Please visit the
California State Parks Transformation Website: http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28074
Bill Salata, Superintendent

History of the Wildflower Brunch

This year will mark the presentation of our 21st Annual Wildflower
Brunch. Although the style has changed over the years from “basic”
to rather “upscale”, the idea, which remains pretty much the same,
was to have a breakfast in the Park celebrating the Park’s spring
beauty and to highlight the array of spring flowers that grow in the
Park.
We can thank Director Thelma Dangle for this wonderful idea. We
now cook and serve omelets sheltered by the new pavilion while David Neft entertains us with his amazing piano music. Interesting
hikes and presentations have been added.
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Over the past year, several new CLSPIA members have joined the Board.
Introducing Oleta and Rich Simpson, Gina Rankin, Ron Hess, and Denise Forbes:

Oleta Simpson
Oleta Simpson and her “forever” husband, Rich, moved to Lake County in 1979 when Pacific Bell
transferred him here. Two of their five children made the move with them (reluctantly) and graduated
from Kelseyville High School.
Oleta worked as a bookkeeper for many years and then found her way into real estate sales, working
for twenty some years. Before she and Rich retired they had purchased an RV which allowed them to
travel to many interesting places and see lots of the country. But they loved Yuma, Arizona most of
all. As they got older they gave the rig to their son and decided staying at the Holiday Inn was much
easier -- not as much fun, but easier. Now she’s content to visit family, helping at her Church and
working with the Kelseyville Food Pantry. Reading is still her passion and her exercise consists of
walking in our beautiful Clear Lake State Park.

Rich Simpson
Rich Simpson has been married to his beautiful wife, Oleta, for 63 years. They relocated from Marysville, CA, to Lake County in 1979.
In Marysville Rich was Past Master of Corinthian Lodge #9, Masonic Lodge. He was president of several different clubs including Marysville High School Boosters Club for two terms. He served as Little
League Manager for 22 years, and was foreman of the Yuba County Grand Jury in 1971. He was also
President of Kelseyville High School Boosters Club in 1981.
Rich was employed by Pacific Telephone, transferring to Lake County as a Construction Manager in
charge of all outside construction in Lake County. He retired in 1990 after 35 years of service. Being
too young to do nothing, he bought Bailey’s Color Growers Nursery, which grew bedding plants and
veggies, selling them to nurseries in Lake and Mendocino Counties.
He retired a second time giving Oleta and him more time to use their RV and see the western states.
They also saw all the Civil War Battle Fields. Being snow birds they went to Yuma for 12 years and
loved it. Now his time is spent working with the Presbyterian Church and the Kelseyville Food Pantry.
He is now looking forward to becoming a Docent for Clear Lake State Park.

Gina Rankin
Gina Rankin was born in Napa, and has lived in California all her life. She moved to Santa Rosa after
two years to get away from all the traffic in Napa. She attended schools in Santa Rosa until the end of
9th grade. She then moved to San Fernando Valley in Southern California where she attended U.S.
Grant High school. While working 30 hours a week as a cashier at Von’s Grocery, she completed her
Associate Degree in Computer Science at UCLA and then her Bachelor Degree in Business Administration at Cal State Northridge.
Gina has three adult children -- Matt, Taylor and Nicole -- all of whom live in the Bay Area. Her favorite places to vacation are Maui, Yosemite and Monterey. She enjoys taking walks, reading, watching
a good movie, eating pumpkin pie, solving logic puzzles of all kinds and playing with her hyper but
very cute dog Bella.
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Ron Hess
				

Ron Hess was born in Cincinnati, Ohio in 1944. When his father, a Navy man, was discharged in
1946, his mother met him in San Diego. She loved the California sunshine and they decided to stay,
along with quite a few members of their family. They later moved to Northern California.
After Ron’s brother was born, the family moved to the Bay area where Ron was educated, graduating
from Sequoia High School in Redwood City. His college of choice was San Francisco College of Mortuary
Science and while attending there he worked part time in the x-ray department at Sequoia Hospital.
There he met Anna Bertellotti who became the love of his life.
They moved to Napa in 1964 where he worked in a funeral home; then in 1966 he was hired by the Napa
Police Department. Anna and he had two children, Andy and Culzean. His career in law enforcement
spanned 30 years and he retired as a Sergeant. His work included working with elementary school
children in the DARE program which he continued for a few years after retirement. During this time
their children married, and they are grandparents to four fine young people, Logan, Makenzie, Meg
and Jack.
As a child Ron had vacationed many years with his father in Clearlake. They fished and camped
which gave him a love for the area. He and Anna bought their first holiday home in 1989 in Clearlake
Highlands and the second in the Riviera in 1999. As a family they enjoy boating, skiing and golfing.
They moved permanently from the forest in Napa to the sky over the lake three years ago. They were
made very welcome and love it here.

Denise Forbes
Denise Forbes was born in 1951 at Lakeside Hospital. For the most part she grew up in Kelseyville
with her two older brothers Jerry and Pat. They joined 4H at a young age, raising sheep, pigs and cows.
The thing she remembers most is showing her pet sheep, Julie, at different county fairs.
She attended Shasta JC then moved to San Francisco, working in accounting for the Emporium. After moving back home, she married and had two beautiful children, Devin and Justin. Because of
employment opportunity with Blue Shield she moved with her children to Woodland, working for over
19 years.
When she retired from Blue Shield she moved back to Kelseyville, leaving her kids in successful businesses, along with eight grandchildren.
She decided it was time to give back so she volunteers to
help where she can.

Beautiful California poppies like these will soon be
out, hopefully for the Wildflower Brunch on April
30th.
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Financial Update
CLSPIA had a good year financially in 2015, thanks to the generosity of both patrons and members, as
well as an anonymous donation of $1000.00 and a $1000.00 donation from Senator Mike Thompson.
As the interpretive and educational arm of Clear Lake State Park, there are bills that need to be paid.
With such monthly expenses as fish food, purchase of the firewood we sell to campers, and the mussel
stickers from the County, we need to have income to offset those bills. We also fund the interpretive
aide position in part, so programs like the weekend Junior Rangers, where kids can learn about the
park, is a line item in our budget. Each year we ask the park staff for suggestions on a bigger ticket
item and in the past we have built a wood shed and purchased a ‘Gator for use in the park. Always
community-minded, we belong to the Chamber of Commerce, as well as larger organizations who lobby
for the benefit of our parks.
Our income is primarily from the sale of firewood. Last year, we brought in over $15,000.00 in wood
sales! Our Visitor Center had a great year as well, and the inventory started selling even before the
season began, with the number of school groups that toured the park.
Extremely important to us are our membership sales. For a mere $10.00, an individual can become a
member of CLSPIA. You help support our park and will receive a discount in the Visitor Center store,
as well as an electronic or mailed copy of the newsletter which lists our monthly Speaker Series and
invitations to special events. We have a Patron membership for $100.00, which entitles you to all those
privileges, as well as the Patron Dinner, a wonderfully catered meal under the stars. This year’s event
will be held on Sunday, October 9th.
We thank each of you for your support of Clear Lake State Park! We look forward to bigger and better
things in the coming years! Ask one of the Board members about the Campfire Center which is in the
works! Donate to it if you can. It will be a wonderful addition to our park.

Visitor Center and Store Season Opens
The Wildflower Brunch is not only delicious, but it brings with it the season opening of the Visitor
Center and store. So, come and eat, view our wonderful exhibits and support Clear Lake State Park
by purchasing items at the store for yourselves and others.
The park store focuses on children and on items to assist them to learn about, to love and to appreciate our local environment. Never fear, however, we have items for adults, too. After a few years of
down-turned economy and slow sales, we are seeing an improvement in sales. We are slowly increasing
the inventory, with more modestly priced educational and fun items. Come and see! We will accept
ideas of possible new inventory items and especially
would love to have new friends become docents in our
Visitor Center. We are friendly folks and DESPERATELY need more volunteers! We could possibly
increase our open hours on the weekends and maybe
a weekday if we had more helpers.
At this time, the schedule will be 10-4 on Saturdays
and 10-1pm on Sundays. Please come and visit us
either the day of the wonderful Wildflower Brunch
or on weekends after that.
Looking forward to seeing you soon!
Sandy Moura
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Clear Lake State Park Summer Speaker Calendar
March 26th at 2pm -- Harry Lyons on “Lessons from Green Water”
April 30th at 11am -- Bonnie Ryan on “Vector Control”
May 28th – To Be Determined
June 25th -- To Be Determined
July 23rd at 2 pm -- Carolyn Ruttan on “Weeds”
August 27th at 2 pm -- Tom and Val Nixon
These talks will be held at the park’s Visitor Center. For more information, please call Denie Forbes
at 707 362 4649.

Dues are Due!
This is a friendly reminder that it’s time to renew your membership in Clear Lake State Park Interpretive Association (CLSPIA) for the year 2016. A BIG THANK YOU to those who have already done
so, and a reminder to pass on your membership form to an interested friend. You may renew your
membership on line at >www.clearlakestatepark.org< or return the enclosed form by mail.
If you are renewing, please check your e-mail address to be sure that it is correct, since we will send
the newsletter by way of e-mail, and land mail to those for whom we have no e-mail address.
As a volunteer group, CLSPIA receives no state funds. Our projects and responsibilities are funded by
membership dues, fundraisers, sales in our Visitor Center store and firewood sales to our campers.
CLSPIA monies are used:
•

To maintain Visitor Center Museum exhibits which includes professional cleaning and repairing of exhibit animals,

•

To maintain and continue equipping the Education Pavilion,

•

To pay the salary of the interpretive aide who runs the Junior Ranger Program which is open
to community children as well as campers,

•

To pay speakers in our Lecture Series which are free to the community

•

To help our rangers obtain items that are helpful in their jobs but are not in our State Budget.

CLSPIA continues to fulfill our mission of education and interpretation of our beauty-filled State Park.
As a CLSPIA member, whether Individual, Family, Business or Patron, you will receive our twice-a-year
newsletter, a 10% discount on items purchased at the Visitor Center store and the assurance that you
are truly a Friend of Clear Lake State Park. PATRON members will be invited to a delicious, catered
dinner at the Education Pavilion with a special guest speaker on a lovely autumn evening.
Above all … we hope to see you in the Park … enjoying the beauty, the sounds, the aromas, the sights,
the PEACEFULNESS AND RELAXATION that comes to those who visit the Park.
			
Bobbi Towne, Membership
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Note: If you are reading Clear Lake State Park Horizons for the first time and find the goals and activities interesting enough
to pursue further, we would welcome your inquiry into becoming a volunteer docent. It really is lots of fun, as well as highly
educational. If you are interested, please call the Ranger’s office at 279–2267.

Interpretive Association
5300 Soda Bay Road
Kelseyville, CA 95451
Clear Lake State Park

2016 CLSPIA Membership Form
Clear Lake State park Interpretive Association (CLSPIA)
NAME__________________________________________________________________ PHONE _ ________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________
*ANNUAL CLSPIA MEMBERSHIP FEES for 2016 (Please check those that apply)

[ ] Individual ($10) [ ] Family ($18)

[ ] Business ($50)

E-MAIL ________________________________

[ ] Patron ($100)

PAYMENT (Please check one): [ ] Check [ ] VISA Card
CARD #_______________________________________________________

[ ] Gift Membership for another

[ ] Master Card
EXPIRATION DATE ________________________________

SIGNATURE (if using credit card) _ _____________________________________________________________________________________
INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING at the PARK? (Please check any and all)

[ ] Visitor Center Docent
[ ] Board of Directors

[ ] Park Newsletter
[ ] Guiding Nature Hikes

[ ] Maintenance; grounds cleanup
[ ] Other (Please tell us; use back of form.)		

Clip and Mail to -- CLSPIA -- 5300 Soda Bay Road, Kelseyville, CA 95451
* MEMBERSHIP CARD ENTITLES MEMBER TO 10% DISCOUNT ON VISITOR ITEMS.

